
On Tuesday June 14, 2016 at 6:00 PM Mayor Melissa Fries opened the Council meeting with a word of 

prayer, and the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag was recited by those present. 

 

The regular meeting for the Council of the Village of Monroeville was then called to order. 

 

Present at roll call: Bob Whitacre    And:  Melissa Fries, Mayor 

   Susan Rogers     Bonnie Beck, Fiscal Officer 

   Craig Franklin     Jim Barney, Solicitor 

   Chris Raftery     Tom Gray, Administrator 

   Kevin Rasnick 

    

Also attending: Christian Clinker and his dad, Daniel, and Zoe Greszler from the Norwalk Reflector. 

 

The financial report and bank reconciliation for May, 2016 was distributed to Council via email. 

 

EXCUSAL OF COUNCIL MEMBER 

Mayor Fries informed Council that Mark Rupp has asked to be excused from the meeting.  Sue Rogers 

made the motion to excuse, seconded by Craig Franklin.  No discussion.  Motion carried with all voting 

“yea.”   

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Mayor Fries asked that Resolution 2016-14 and Ordinance 2016-07 be included on the agenda.  Bob 

Whitacre made a motion, seconded by Chris Raftery, to approve the agenda as amended.  No discussion.  

Motion carried with all voting “yea.”  

 

DISPOSITION OF MINUTES 

Craig Franklin made a motion, seconded by Bob Whitacre, to approve the minutes from the May 10, 2016 

Council meeting as presented.  No discussion.  Motion carried with all voting “yea.” 

 

APPROVAL OF FINANCIAL REPORTS 

Chris Raftery made a motion, seconded by Sue Rogers, to approve the May 2016 financial reports as 

presented.  No discussion.  Motion carried with all voting “yea.” 

 

OPPORTUNITY FOR THE PUBLIC TO ADDRESS COUNCIL  

Christian Clinker informed Council that he is working toward earning his merit badge for Boy Scouts, which 

is for citizenship in the community.  He was asked if there are other requirements for the badge, and he 

said there was.  Council will support his efforts in the community. 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 

Police – Chief Lyons referred to the stats on his monthly report, noting that a few warrants have been 

served.  The Opto fines are down, some of this being because people are now slowing down.  There was 

not as much school in May, so they only had 392 citations.  The most frequent violators are 11mph over 

the speed limit, and almost all of them are school zone violations.  The Chief reported that three hearings 

have been held so far, with attendance at 21, 10 and 7.  These numbers are going down as people are 

getting used to the citations. He will  address the signage issues over the summer, and the officers will still 

be using the  Opto camera over the summer.  It works best in the downtown area where the traffic is 

slower, as with higher speeds it’s harder to image a violator because they see the cruiser before the officer 

can get a lock on them.  The Chief stated that accidents were down, and he hopes to be able to statistically 

prove that.  Chief Lyons reported that DUI funds were used for the Click it or Ticket seat belt program that 

was recently done.  The officers got 1 DUI, 29 adult restraints, 6 speed, 1 suspended license and 12 

“other”. There were 104 traffic stops in a 40-hour period, and this was one of the more successful events.   

The Chief stated that Lisa Jenne has resigned as she took a full-time position with the Norwalk PD, so now 

he’s down to two part-time officers.  Officer Eggleston is on the short list for the Elyria PD.  Captain Bond’s 

police academy class will be graduating shortly, so he hopes to be able to get a candidate from there.  

Office Eggleston received the Officer of the Year award at the Memorial Day event, the Chief noted.  

Eggleston can handle anything, and is completely trustworthy.  The Hooked on Fishing event had close to 

200 people in attendance, and they couldn’t have asked for a better day.  Results of the fishing derby will 

be posted on Facebook.    Safety Town will be held from July 25-28, 5pm-7pm at the fire department.  

They are anticipating 50-60 kids, as they opened up the enrollment to outside Monroeville, and that has 

been well received.  The Chief stated that an active shooter exercise will be held at the school sometime 

this summer.  Administrator -  Tom reviewed his report, noting that a prospective purchase was already 

lined up for the sale of the transformer, but we will advertise for this sale (pursuant to our ordinance for 

disposal of Village property).  Our seasonal help has made a dramatic change  with numerous tasks being 

accomplished, and he couldn’t be happier.  Joe Musgrave, the Project Manager from Kirk Bros for our 

WWTP project, has informed him that even though Walker has disavowed any further engagement with 

the issues we’ve had with the clarifiers, Kirk Bros will  be “holding them hostage” on another project until 

they come back to do some corrective action on them.  Tom stated that the Solar Field Project, along with 

the USDA loan refinancing, will just about get us to where we want to be to avoid any water rate increases 

this year.  Mayor Fries has signed the certificates for the business event folders.  The event will be called  
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MONROEVILLE  MATTERS,  and Tom is looking forward to fostering our Village’s business environment.  

Tom reviewed the favorable responses from the school board and fire department for the fuel sharing 

project, and will now work on getting an agreement with Sunrise for the provision of fuel, with Council’s 

approval.   Poison ivy  on the North ball diamond has been reported, and Tom said they would make sure 

it gets sprayed.  Mayor Fries asked for a motion to authorize Tom to enter into an agreement with Sunrise 

to provide fuel, tanks, pumps and installation for the fuel sharing program, to enter into agreements with 

the Monroeville Local School District and the HRJFD for the fuel sharing, and to authorize the purchase of 

a concrete tank pad for $1987 and  motorized gate operator for $4140 for the fuel sharing program.  Chris 

Raftery made a motion, seconded by Sue Rogers, to authorize all of these requests as presented.  No 

discussion.  Motion carried with all voting “yea.”   Fiscal Officer -  Bonnie informed Council that the Huron 

County Sheriff’s office did not increase the monthly rate of $415 for the next year.  Mayor Fries has signed 

the new agreement, which is effective July 1st.  Bonnie showed Council a picture of a little free library, 

noting that the library is looking to erect one of these in an area that gets a lot of foot traffic so people 

could exchange books when the library is closed.    Bob asked why it couldn’t be placed on the library’s 

property, as that’s where people go to get books.  Bonnie said the proposed location hasn’t been 

determined yet.  Bonnie then advised Council that the Huron County TANF program coordinator called 

her to inform that they have a brother-sister team who are interested in working for the Village this 

summer.  Bonnie explained that this program works to assist families with financial needs, and it’s a win-

win for us as the program reimburses 100% of the employee wages and benefits, and enables us to get 

even more tasks done throughout the summer.  Council was in agreement to move forward with securing 

the employment of both people.  Mayor - Mayor Fries reiterated the business appreciation event, and 

asked for volunteers to assist with the interviews.  Sue said she would see if her schedule allows her to 

help.  The Mayor said she would be at the Mayors’ Convention the rest of this week.  She commented on 

the wonderful day for the Memorial Day celebration at Commons Park and the Hooked on Fishing event, 

noting that it was really a great day to highlight our community and teamwork.  Chief Lyons interjected 

that Jordan Eggleston was off his probationary period and he would like for him to get the fifty cent/ hr. 

pay increase that the other employees received, and he also asked that Council accept Officer .Jenne’s 

resignation.  Sue Rogers made a motion, seconded by Craig Franklin, to approve the requested pay 

increase for Officer Eggleston effective with the end of his probationary period, and to regretfully accept 

Officer Jenne’s resignation.  No discussion.  Motion carried with all voting “yea.”   

 

BOARD/COMMITTEE REPORTS 

HRJFD – Bob reported that the HRJFD Board met on June 1st.  The department responded to 12 calls in 

May.  Not a whole lot was discussed, but they are all on board with the fuel cost sharing.  Planning 

Commission -  Chris reported that the PC met last night.  They are still trying to wrap their arms around 

planning issues for the years to come, and spent some time talking about pods.  Jim Barney will be looking 

into other issues that were discussed but not yet in our zoning ordinance. 

 

Craig Franklin made a motion, seconded by Bob Whitacre, to suspend the rules for the following 

legislation.  No discussion.  Motion carried with all voting “yea.”   

 

RESOLUTION 2016-10  ADVANCE MONIES PHASE X ELECTRICAL PROJECT 

A Resolution authorizing the Fiscal Officer to advance monies from the General Fund to the Phase X 

Electrical Distribution Upgrade Project Fund to cover expenses until the American Municipal Power Inc. 

funds are received, and declaring an emergency was presented for adoption.  Chris Raftery made a motion, 

seconded by Sue Rogers, to adopt Resolution 2016-10 by title only.  No discussion.  Motion carried with 

all voting “yea.”   

 

RESOLUTION 2016-11  REPAY GENERAL FUND FOR MONROE ST SANITARY SEWER PROJECT 

A Resolution authorizing the Fiscal Officer to repay the General Fund for the remaining portion of the 

advancement of funds used for the Monroe Street Sanitary Sewer Project construction, and declaring an 

emergency was presented for adoption.   Bob Whitacre made a motion, seconded by Craig Franklin, to 

adopt Resolution 2016-11 by title only.  No discussion.  Motion carried with all voting “yea.”   

 

RESOLUTION  2016-12  TRANSFER MONIES FOR MONROE STREET SANITARY SEWER FUND 

A Resolution authorizing the Fiscal Officer to transfer monies from the General Fund to the Monroe Street 

Sanitary Sewer Fund to cover the expenditure of interest, and declaring an emergency was presented for 

adoption.  Chris Raftery made a motion, seconded by Sue Rogers, to adopt Resolution 2016-12 by title 

only.  No discussion.  Motion carried with all voting “yea.”   

 

RESOLUTION  2016-13  SPECIAL REVENUE FUND FOR  JACKSON STREET RAILROAD CROSSING 

A Resolution establishing a Special Revenue Fund for the accounting of funds received from the PUCO 

Supplemental Assistance Program for the Jackson Street Railroad Crossing Enhancement Project, and 

declaring an emergency was presented for adoption. Chris Raftery made a motion, seconded by Craig 

Franklin, to adopt Resolution 2016-13 by title only.  No discussion.  Motion carried with all voting “yea.”   
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RESOLUTION 2016-14  PUCO AGREEMENT FOR JACKSON ST RAILROAD ENHANCEMENTS 

A Resolution auhtoriszing the  Village Administrator to enter into an agreement with the State of Ohio, 

acting through the railroad staff at the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio, for the safety enhancements 

at the Jackson Street railroad crossing, and declaring an emergency was presented for adoption.  Sue 

Rogers made a motion, seconded by Bob Whitacre, to adopt Resolution 2016-14 by title only.  No 

discussion.  Motion carried with all voting “yea.”   
 

ORDINANCE 2016-05  SUPPLEMENTING APPROPRIATIONS ORDINANCE NO 2016-02 

An Ordinance amending or supplementing certain funds for Appropriations No. 2016-02 was presented 

for passage.  Chris Raftery made a motion, seconded by Sue Rogers, to pass Ordinance 2016-05 by title 

only.  No discussion.  Motion carried with all voting “yea.”   

 

ORDINANCE 2016-06  ISSUANCE AND SALE OF BONDS 

An Ordinance providing for the issuance and sale of bonds in the maximum aggregate principal amount of 

$1,615,000 for the purpose of refunding at a lower interest rate cost, and retiring, together with other 

money available to the Village for that purpose, the Village’s outstanding water systems mortgage 

revenue bonds, series 2001 dated as of November 1, 2001, which were issued for the purpose of paying 

the cost of acquiring and constructing improvements to the Village’s water treatment plant, water storage 

facilities and water distribution and supply system at various locations within the Village and the 

acquisition of any real estate or interest therein required therefor, together with all necessary 

appurtenances thereto, and declaring an emergency was presented for passage.  Chris Raftery made a 

motion, seconded by Sue Rogers, to pass Ordinance 2016-06 by title only.  No discussion.  Motion carried 

with all voting “yea.”   

 

ORDINANCE 2016-07  ADVERTISE FOR SALE OF 69kV TRANSFORMER 

An Ordinance authorizing the Fiscal Officer to advertise and receive bids for the sale of one 69/4.16kV 

transformer, and for the Village Administrator to sell said property for the highest and best bid offer 

provided, and declaring an emergency  was presented for passage.  Sue Rogers made a motion, seconded 

by Kevin Rasnick, to pass Ordinance 2016-07 by title only.  No discussion.  Motion carried with all voting 

“yea.”   

 

APPROVAL OF BILL SUMMARY 

Kevin Rasnick made a motion, seconded by Chris Raftery, to approve the bill summary for checks 

numbered 036650 to 036792, and including check #036630.  No discussion.  Motion carried with all voting 

“yea.”   

 

COUNCIL BUSINESS 

Sue stated that the toddler swing at Clark Park is cracked and it pinches.  Tom said he will address this.  

Mr. Clinker stated that there is a young man who is looking for an Eagle Scout project and will be 

contacting someone soon.   

 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business to discuss Kevin Rasnick made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Chris 

Raftery.  No objections were voiced.  The meeting adjourned at 6:45PM. 

 

 

 

      ________________________________________ 

      Bonnie Beck, MMC, Fiscal Officer 

 

________________________________________ 

Melissa Fries, Mayor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


