
On Tuesday, July 12, 2016 at 6:00 PM Mayor Fries opened the Council meeting with a word of prayer, and 

the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag was recited by those present. 

 

The regular meeting for the Council of the Village of Monroeville was then called to order. 

 

Present at roll call: Bob Whitacre   And: Melissa Fries, Mayor 

   Susan Rogers    Bonnie Beck, Fiscal Officer 

   Craig Franklin    Jim Barney, Solictor 

   Chris Raftery    Tom Gray, Administrator 

   Mark Rupp (present at 6:05PM) 

   

Also attending: Chief Gary Lyons, Mr. and Mrs. Dean Schaffer, and Ivy Keller from the Norwalk Reflector. 

 

The financial report and bank reconciliation for June 2016 was presented to Council via email. 

 

EXCUSAL OF COUNCIL MEMBER 

Mayor Fries informed Council that Kevin Rasnick had contacted her to ask to be excused from the meeting.  

Chris Raftery made the motion to excuse Kevin, seconded by Sue Rogers.  No discussion.  Motion carried 

with all voting “yea.”   

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Bob Whitacre made a motion, seconded by Craig Franklin, to approve the agenda as presented.  No 

discussion.  Motion carried with all voting”yea.”   

 

DISPOSITION OF MINUTES 

Chris Raftery made a motion, seconded by Sue Rogers, to approve the minutes of the June 14th regular 

Council meeting and the June 28th special Council meeting as presented.  No discussion.  Motion carried 

with all voting “yea.”   

 

APPROVAL OF FINANCIAL REPORTS 

Sue Rogers made a motion, seconded by Bob Whitacre, to approve the June 2016 financial reports as 

presented.  No discussion.  Motion carried with all voting “yea.”   

 

PROCLAMATION PRESENTATION 

Mayor Fries read aloud a proclamation for Dean and Ruth Schaffer for their diligence in picking up trash 

and debris on their walks around the Village.  The framed proclamation was then presented to the 

Schaffers. 

 

OPPORTUNITY FOR CITIZENS TO ADDRESS COUNCIL 

Ivy Keller introduced herself as the new Reflector reporter. 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 

Police-  Chief Lyons asked Council  if anyone had any questions about the police report that was sent to 

them.  There being no questions, the Chief reported that the PD was awarded a grant from the Drug Use 

Prevention Grant Program, more commonly known as DARE, for $1116.50.  This grant pays for 50% of 

the wages for the DARE officer.  The Chief said he would like a motion to accept these funds.  Craig Franklin 

made a motion, seconded by Bob Whitacre, to accept the grant funds as presented.  No discussion.  

Motion carried with all voting “yea.”  The Chief stated that after the Dallas shooting event he was 

impressed with the number of people who approached him showing their support.  The Mayor 

commented that someone at one of the businesses she visited commended the PD.  Administrator – Tom 

informed Council that the electric department had disposed of over $9000 of scrap wire to the Norwalk 

Waste Materials, and has sold the 5000Kva transformer to Grafton for $11,500.  The school’s new MAC 

building has used 250 th gallons of water on the practice field this week.  There are no sewer charges 

related to this usage.  Tom reviewed the information for the traffic calming lights and asked Council for a 

motion to proceed with their purchase.  Sue commented that she didn’t like the blinking lights at night, 

and asked if they were necessary.  Tom said they can be turned off at night, adding that they are meant 

for situational awareness as enforcement of what the PD is trying to do with the Opto camera.  Craig said 

he thinks they work pretty well, and noted that Republic has this kind of traffic lights.  Bob stated that 

people think we’re in it for the money with the Opto camera, but these signs will show our goal of 

supplemental speed enforcement.  He’s heard comments that people think we’re being sneaky and are 

just trying to make money.  Sue stated that she has heard that people would rather be stopped than 

getting a letter in the mail.  Discussion.  Chief Lyons said that the fines are down somewhat due to some 

major calls these past months, and Troy did 4-5 income tax warrants.  Mark Rupp made a motion, 

seconded by Craig Franklin, to purchase the blinker signs and radar speed signs for a total of $10,705.  

No further discussion.  Motion carried with all voting “yea.”  Fiscal Officer- Bonnie stated that if no one 

has any questions about her report, she would like to note that the re-fi of the USDA loan is going well.  

The note is set to close on July 28th, but as of now they still haven’t locked in on the interest rate.  Bonnie 

then asked if Council had given any consideration to what to do for Tom Herbert’s retirement.  After a  
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brief discussion, Mark Rupp made a motion, seconded by Sue Rogers, to purchase two plaques – one for 

the office and one for Tom.  No further discussion.  Motion carried with all voting “yea.”  Mayor -  Mayor 

Fries spoke of the Monroeville Matters week, sharing how the visits have progressed so far.  The team is 

made up of herself, Tom, Sue, Bob and Carol and Melanie from HCDC.  She remarked that it has been a 

great experience, and she has nothing but good things to say about it.  The Mayor asked Council members 

to provide some desserts for the sweet treats that will be set up in the office on Friday for the business 

community to enjoy.  She added that she has picked up the paper products for this, adding that there 

should be enough left for the employee luncheon in August.  The Mayor asked if Council members would 

help share in that cost.  The discussion then turned to the employee luncheon, and the Mayor and Council 

made the determination for location and the menu.  Bonnie offered to do the invitations for the August 

5th event.  The shelter at the former Kiwanis park was briefly discussed.  It was determined that the roof 

is close to falling, so it should be torn down and properly disposed.   

 

BOARD/COMMITTEE REPORTS 

HRJFD -   Bob reported that the HRJFD Board met on July 6th.  Eleven fire calls were received in June.  Two 

new pagers were needed, and the old grass truck sold at the county auction for $3600.  Planning 

Commission -  There was no July meeting. 

 

ORDINANCE 2016-08 DISCRETION ALLOWANCE FOR OPTO HEARING OFFICER   

An Ordinance amending Section 7 of Ordinance No. 2015-18(B) to allow the hearing officer discretion in 

the amount of the civil penalty for civil traffic violators was presented for first reading.  No discussion.  

 

ORDINANCE 2016-09 AMEND/SUPPLEMEND APPROPRIATIONS 

An Ordinance amending or supplementing certain funds for Appropriations No. 2016-02 was presented 

for passage.  Chris Raftery made a motion, seconded by Craig Franklin, to pass Ordinance 2016-09 by title 

only.  No discussion.  Motion carried with all voting “yea.” 

 

APPROVAL OF BILL SUMMARY 

Craig Franklin made a motion, seconded by Sue Rogers,  to approve the bill summary that included check 

numbers 036793 to 036878 and including check number 036764.  No discussion.  Motion carried with all 

voting “yea.” 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business to come before them, Sue Rogers made a motion, seconded by Craig 

Franklin, to adjourn.  No objections were voiced.  The meeting adjourned at 6:35PM. 

 

 

 

       _______________________________________ 

       Bonnie Beck, MMC, Fiscal Officer 

 

__________________________________________ 

Melissa M. Fries, Mayor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


