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Tree roots do not cause sidewalk problems
according to the late urban forestry consultant Steve
Standfort. He said tree people are never called to
inspect defective walks where there are no trees.
Roots sometimes help lift or crack sidewalks but in
most cases the real culprits are soil condition and
poor construction of the sidewalks. Because of
differences in soils the same construction should not
be used throughout a community. Another myth,
according to Steve Standfort, is tree roots break
sewer lines. There is no doubt that sewer problems
can be traumatic and expensive for homeowners but
n the tree will not penetrate the sewer line until there
# $ is a break or its joint leaks, oozing nutrients and
% water into the surrounding soil. Then the roots begin

to grow and enter the defective pipe.




Our Shade Tree Commission has completed an guestions regarding village owned trees or if you

inventory of all the village owned trees in the tree would be interested in having a tree planted in your
lawns so now we will be looking for places to plant tree lawn, please contact the Village Administrative
trees. Always in mind is the right tree for the right Offices and ask for Sue Long.
place, taking into consideration overhead wires, size
of tree lawn, etc.  As always, if you would have any Shade Tree Commission
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SOMETHING AS SMALL AS A MAILBOX OR HOME MIISSING A NUMBER COULD UL TIMATELY PUT
YOUR SAFETY ON THE LINE.

%



By now, you have noticed we have completed our Phase X Electric System Upgrade. This project spanned a little over a
year from start to finish. The entire Village electric system is now operating at 12,500 volts. If any of you should need old
poles, we still have some available that were removed as a part of the project. The Village of Grafton purchased one of our
old substation transformers. They have an electrical system which operates at our old voltage and were able to use the
transformer to upgrade one of their substations.

Have you seen the new stadium lighting at Marsh Field? High intensity discharge lights have replaced the old quartz style.
The HID lights have a higher output, per watt, allowing them to provide more light with greater efficiency. The Village
provided assistance in connecting the new lighting system to the transformers.

Trees, trees, and more trees. Please look for us to be trimming trees over the course of the fall and winter seasons. Trees
in contact with the overhead lines can cause outages and create unsafe conditions. If you ever see a branch or limb on top
of any Village electric lines, please give us a call so we can clear it from the lines and possibly prevent an outage.

The Village now has two privately owned and operated residential solar systems that are connected to the Village electric
system. We have purchased power agreements at each of these sites which allows the operators to sell excess power
back to the Village. We will be glad to work with you should you decide solar is an option at your location.

The Electric Division is always available to assist you with changes, upgrades or questions regarding your electric service.
You can reach us at 419-465-4149 or after hours by calling the Police Department, 419-465-2474.

REMEMBER — THINK SAFETY....NEVER TOUCH A LOW HANGIN G OR DOWNED WIRE.
Electric Division
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4 5 &9 O# Algae continues to _be a concern for_ many communities.
! Fortunately, for the Village, our reservoir has remained clear
4 56& # of any toxins during the warmer than normal temperatures.
' 4 59& 9# Because of our storage capacity, we have the ability to pump
4 5<& # when the water quality is best from the river. With our lack
) 4 5 899 # of rain, the reservoir is lower than we would like it to be,
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therefore, we have plans to begin filling when the river tests
show optimal water quality. The EPA requires the Village to
test weekly for microcystins, which are taken to Norwalk for
testing, and cyanobacteria, which are sent to the EPA lab bi-
weekly.

The Village recently applied and was approved for a grant for
algae testing equipment. This new equipment will be
installed at the reservoir for instant water quality testing. This
will help in getting information for trends in water quality
during the year and help in treatment decisions.

As a reminder, meter readings are done around the 10" of
every month. Please do not pile leaves or snow on top of the
meter lids.

#



If you ever have any questions or concerns regarding your
water feel free to contact the water department at 419-465-
4182.

System wide hydrant flushing and valve exercising is
scheduled for the weeks of October 17t and October
24th. Water department employees will begin
flushing/valve exercising at approximately 8:20am and
will stop at 3:00pm daily. During times when hydrants are
being flushed in your area, you may experience low flow
and/or cloudy/discolored water. Please let your tap run
and the condition should clear up relatively quickly.

Water & Wastewater Division
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HAVE YOU NOTICED THE IMPROVEMENTS
TO OUR VILLAGE PARKS?

Monroeville is fortunate to have beautiful parksdan
“green” space for your enjoyment and relaxatiomoDf
these parks, Marsh Field Park and Clark Park,coatéd
along the Huron River, making for a very scenic and
tranquil setting. This past spring we had several
Monroeville students volunteer time working in fheerks
cleaning, painting, pulling weeds and laying mulch.

You'll notice that the shelter at the former KiwariRark

has been removed. This was necessary due to the
deteriorated condition of the structure. The pkaro
move the sandstone foundation to the river banidaak

Park. Along with the three additional picnic tabltbat
have been moved to this area, the serene atmosptigre
gets better. For the pleasure of our park visiteeading
machines have been added to both Clark Park anshMar
Field Park.

We apologize for the inconvenience of having teeloff

the playground area and swing set at Clark Pagkndye

was sustained on the playground set, which caused t
entire set to be cordoned off for safety reaso8sing
seats have also been removed so that safer, more
improved seats can be installed. Once the apptepri
parts have been received and installed and theysafe
inspection has been conducted, the playgroundvgits

be re-opened for public use.

We currently have a vacancy on the Board of Zoripgeals

(BZA). This committee of Council is a quasi-juditbody that

hears variance requests, appeals and decide wtatinet to

grant these requests. The BZA only meets on areded basis
so there are no regular meetings. The term of®f$hall be
three years. If you are interested please conthet

Administrative Offices at 419-465-2922.
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Not Again.....

It seems like every time you get your utility bill, the rates have increased!

Phone calls are coming into the Administrative Offices regarding the

utility rates, so it is important to know that your Council has worked

diligently to stabilize the rates while maintaining the integrity of the funds.

Our electric rates have remained stable over the past 20 years, with a

small 10% increase at the end of 2014. With the EPA-mandated

wastewater treatment plant improvements and the new sanitary sewer line installation on Monroe Street, our
sewer rates have increased proportionately to meet the new debt service. The Ohio Water Development
Authority, from which most of our utility loans are implemented, informed us at the beginning of the year that
they created an interest rate buy-down program to assist communities and local governments with outstanding
loans. Over the next 9 years, we will see a debt service decrease of $24,770 in the sewer fund, and $8,611 in
the water fund due to this interest rate adjustment. Additionally, Council recently approved a $60,000 transfer
of Optotraffic fines into the water fund, and with the refinancing of the USDA loan (for the construction of our
reservoir and water treatment plant upgrades) we will see an annual debt service decrease of another $20,000
in that same fund. While these significant changes have an immediate impact in keeping the current rates
stabilized, they are very short term given the continuing rise in operating and maintenance costs for our utility
funds. Your Council, Fiscal Officer and Village Administrator will continue to make every effort to keep our utility
rates stable and cost efficient.

Firelands FCU recently opened a Loan Operations Center

at 167 N. Ridge Street. The facility, which is located in

front of the Monroeville credit union branch, currently has 12 employees, with room to add four more in the future.
The Loan Operations Center services mortgage loans, credit and debit cards, consumer loans and collections.
Hours are by appointment only.

President, Stephen M. Wasserman said, “When Firelands Federal Credit Union purchased the property five
years ago, there was a deed restriction prohibiting us from using it for financial services. We are excited to be
able to use that facility now, and to have all of our loan operations employees located in the same building.”

Firelands Federal Credit Union has 100 employees, with branches in Bellevue, Bucyrus, Galion, Monroeville and
Norwalk. Visit them online at www.firelandsfcu.org or find them on Facebook.



We've been publishing our community newsletter for several years now,
and we believe it's about time that we hear from you about what we’re
trying to accomplish!  What articles interest you the most? What would
you like to see included in our newsletters? Do you have a milestone
birthday or anniversary coming up that we can feature? Please feel free
to give us your feedback.....we are sincere about making our newsletter a
source of valuable information for our community. You can call us at
419-465-2922, or e-mail us at adminoffice@monroevilleohio.com, or drop
us a note. And while we’re on the topic of newsletters, we would like to offer the option to reach our residents
electronically. If you would like to receive your newsletter electronically, please provide your e-mail address
to our Administrative Offices and we will send all future newsletters to you via e-mail.

At the July Council meeting, Mayor Melissa Fries presented Mr. and
Mrs. Dean Schaffer with a proclamation recognizing their efforts to
keep our community clean. Mr. and Mrs. Schaffer can be seen on
their frequent walks collecting trash and debris that is scattered
along the way. Their efforts to help maintain a clean environment
and promote the beautification of our community have not gone
unnoticed, and their faithfulness in this endeavor is so appreciated.

We are so excited to announce this year’s Christmas event, “Light
up the Village”™ On Sunday, December 11", Santa will be cozied
up in his little red house at Commons Park ready to greet his
young visitors to discuss their Christmas desires. The event is
scheduled to begin with Santa’s arrival at 4:00PM, and will include
goodies for all. We are planning to provide rides around the
Village for the participants to enjoy the Christmas light displays,
which is why we want to encourage everyone to make the most of your Christmas decorations, because we'’re
going to show them off!  The event is later than what has typically been scheduled so that the visitors can go
right on down the street to experience the “Journey to Bethlehem” at the Trinity Lutheran Church. Look for
further details as we get closer to the date!



