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Greetings neighbors and friends!  
 

As I write my message, the song Celebration, by Kool & the Gang is dancing through my mind.  

“Celebrating the Good Times“ embodies the entire theme of  this article.  Let me illustrate 

a few of our recent celebrations. 
 

Over the summer, we saw the completion of the Electrical System Upgrade as Phase X came to 

a close adding strength to our infrastructure. 

 
 

In July, Council members and village administration 

celebrated our “Monroeville Matters” event when we 

visited nearly 60 businesses to express our 

appreciation to them for being a part of our business 

community.   
 

 
 

In August, we celebrated the wonderful 

employees who make the Village of 

Monroeville run so successfully.  You would 

be hard-pressed to find a more dedicated and 

hard-working group of people.  I continue to 

be amazed at the depth of knowledge they 

possess in each of their areas of expertise! 
                    
 

And finally, we look to the future and remember the past as we celebrate ….US!  Please 

allow me to explain.  Monroeville was incorporated as a village in 1868.  That means that 

2018 will be our sesquicentennial or 150th anniversary!  There is sure to be some celebrating 

then, but first, I NEED YOUR HELP!  I am looking to set up an Anniversary Committee to help 

plan and put into motion all of the wonderful ways we can celebrate Monroeville and our 

community.  I am looking to have our first organizational meeting on Monday, October 3rd at 

7:00pm in the MAC Building Community Room.  If you are interested in being on this committee, 

please call the village office and plan on attending this meeting.  I hope to see you 

there! 
 

Thinking back, it has been almost a year since I became the Mayor of this great village.  

Among the multitude of things I have learned during my experience so far, is the fact that 

there is never a dull moment when it comes to the goings-on in our village.  Many great 

things continue to happen as we continue to strive to make Monroeville the best community 

it can be!  Help us to    ♫ ♪“Celebrate Good Times, C’mon!” ♪ ♫ 

                                                                                      Yours in service, 



Mayor Melissa Fries 
     

                                                                                              

                   RECYCLING KNOWRECYCLING KNOWRECYCLING KNOWRECYCLING KNOW----HOWHOWHOWHOW    
 

If you’re a regular participant in our community’s 

recycling program, you’re probably feeling pretty 

pleased with yourself right now.  Not so fast.  In 

order to get the most out of these reusable waste 

materials, we not only have to recycle, we have to 

recycle properly.  That’s right, there are rules to 
this recycling game, and unfortunately, many of 

us aren’t following them.  These rules of course 

vary from one municipality to another, but here 

are a few ways to improve our recycling routine. 
 

We currently participate in a single stream 

program which allows paper, cardboard, plastic, 

glass and metal to be mixed together for pickup. 

Many recycling centers have magnetic devices 

and chutes used for separating items along with 

employees who help in the separating at hand, so 

be considerate about what you toss in the 

recycling bin. 
 

    

--------Plastic bottles are fine, but most lids cannot be 

recycled.  Left on, they often trap liquid, which is 

a contaminant.  Separate them and throw them 

away. 
 

--------Plastic packaging must have a #1 or #2 recycle 

logo statement on it to be recycled at our location. 
 

--------Pizza boxes and other food soaked cartons 

contain grease or oil.  These contaminants make 

the box or container no better than trash. 
 

--------Cans or plastic containers that have not been 

partially cleansed may also hold contaminants.   

 

Remember, you don’t have to clean them like you 

would the dishes.  However, a thorough rinsing is 

recommended. 
 

--------All glass or glasslike materials are not created 

equal.  Translucent bottles and jars are good to go.  

Ceramic dishes, china plates or cups, mirrors, 

light bulbs, Pyrex, porcelain and window glass are 

NOT. 
 

So before trucking your items to the recycling 

location, always look up your local regulations.  A 

little research can make all the difference to a 

successful recycling program.   
 

 

 
 
Tree roots do not cause sidewalk problems 
according to the late urban forestry consultant Steve 
Standfort.   He said tree people are never called to 
inspect defective walks where there are no trees. 
Roots sometimes help lift or crack sidewalks but in 
most cases the real culprits are soil condition and 
poor construction of the sidewalks.  Because of 
differences in soils the same construction should not 
be used throughout a community.  Another myth, 
according to Steve Standfort, is tree roots break 
sewer lines. There is no doubt that sewer problems 
can be traumatic and expensive for homeowners but 
the tree will not penetrate the sewer line until there 
is a break or its joint leaks, oozing nutrients and 
water into the surrounding soil.  Then the roots begin 
to grow and enter the defective pipe.    
 



Our Shade Tree Commission has completed an 
inventory of all the village owned trees in the tree 
lawns so now we will be looking for places to plant 
trees.   Always in mind is the right tree for the right 
place, taking into consideration overhead wires, size 
of tree lawn, etc.     As always, if you would have any 

questions regarding village owned trees or if you 
would be interested in having a tree planted in your 
tree lawn, please contact the Village Administrative 
Offices and ask for Sue Long.      
 

Shade Tree Commission 

THRU THE “DOG DAYS” OF SUMMER 
 

Despite the record-setting hot days of summer, the Street Department personnel were able to trim all of the 

low hanging tree branches in the Village  rights-of way, clean the dam of the tree and debris blockage, 

sprayed weeds around the street and stop signs, guard rails and parks, and changed out several street signs.  

In our housekeeping process we were able to donate quite a few items to Metals for Moms.  There are a few 

catch basins that require some work, which should be accomplished in the cooler days of fall.  Our most 

current project is painting the crosswalks and stop bars, as well as some of the off street parking lines.   
  

As a reminder, the last yard waste pick-up will be on October 25th.  Once that is completed, we will begin 

doing the leaf pick-up.  While we are anticipating taking delivery of our new grant funded leaf vacuum very 

soon, until it arrives our leaf pickup program will remain the same.  For our new residents, and as a reminder 

to our established residents, leaves must be placed into leaf bags – NO LIMBS, STICKS, YARD WASTE OR PET 

DROPPINGS – and carried to the curb.  We will do our best to collect the leaf bags on a daily basis until the 

leaf vacuum arrives.  At that time, leaves – AND AGAIN, NO LIMBS, STICKS, YARD WASTE OR PET DROPPINGS 

– can be raked to the curbside, and the plastic bags will be eliminated.  Watch for further information about 

the arrival of the leaf vacuum, as once it’s here the Administrative Offices will announce it in the newspaper 

and will post bulletins in various business locations.  Pick up times will be established at that time.   
 

As the year closes, we will begin preparing for the winter season.  Our salt bins are stock piled, and our 2016-

17 salt contract is in place with ODOT.   Please remember to drive with caution when it snows or is icy, and 

to be especially careful when our plows are on the road.  Snow will blow behind the plow, which can diminish 

clear vision for vehicles behind it.      

Street Division 
  

 

                                                                      

                                                                          

                                                                                                

 

                                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

             ““““Come with us and you will see this our town of HalloweenCome with us and you will see this our town of HalloweenCome with us and you will see this our town of HalloweenCome with us and you will see this our town of Halloween.”.”.”.”    

The Administrative Offices will be closed on the following dates in observance of holidays…..  Oct 10th -  Columbus Day Nov 11th -  Veteran’s Day Nov 24th -  Thanksgiving Day Dec 26th -  Christmas Jan 2, 2017 -  New Year’s Jan 16th -  Martin Luther King Day 
  Daylight Savings time ends on November 6th this year.  Don’t forget to change the batteries in your smoke alarms and carbon monoxide detectors as you “fall back” one hour. 



 

The Huron River Joint Fire District Fireman’s Association will host its 

annual Halloween parade and Village trick or treating on Sunday, October 

30th.  Youngsters donning costumes of all sorts of characters will be going 

door to door from 1pm to 2:30pm in search of treats, followed by a parade 

at 3:00pm.  The parade will begin at the high school and end at the fire 

station, where costume judging will be held. 
 

Join this long standing tradition and enjoy seeing the creative costumes 

and the delight on a child’s face when they receive a treat from you. 

 
 

SOMETHING AS SMALL AS A MAILBOX OR HOME MISSING A NUMBER                COULD ULTIMATELY PUT 
YOUR SAFETY ON THE LINE. 

 

When first responders can’t find your home it wastes valuable time, which is why officials stress the 

importance of a visible address either on your mailbox or home.  30 seconds may not seem like a 

long time, but when it comes to medical emergencies, someone breaking into your home, or when it 

could mean life or death, 30 seconds is a big deal.  It’s a problem first responders deal with in both 

the city and rural areas.  Think about it from their point of view.  The next time you are pulling 

up to your house, look where your numbers are located.  Are they clearly visible from the road? 
 

In order for house numbers to be visible from the street, the Association of Certified Home Inspectors 

advises that they should: 
 

 Be large.  Jurisdictions that regulate the size of street numbers generally require that they be 

3 to 6 inches tall and ½ inch in thickness. 
 

 Be of a color that contrasts with their background.  Reflective numbers are usually helpful 

because they are easier to see at night than numbers that are not reflective. 
 

 Not be obscured by any trees, shrubs, or other permanent objects and numbers aren’t missing. 
 

 Face the street that is named in the house’s address.  It does emergency workers no good if the 

house number faces a different street than the one they are traveling on. 
 

 Be clearly displayed at the driveway entrance if the house is not visible from the road. 
 

Even if a house number is currently adequate, it might need adjustment in the future.  The following 

are common reasons for future adjustment: 
 

 The trees and shrubs in front of the house have grown so much that the number is no longer 

visible.  House numbers installed in the winter may be visible during that season but become blocked 

by budding vegetation by spring or summer. 
 

 House numbers will require maintenance when they get dirty or worn out. 
 

 Snow piles created by snow plows during the winter may be high enough to cover the number.  

If this happens, the number should be raised so this situation does not repeat. 
 

In summary, house numbers serve a critical function for emergency personnel and should be clearly 

displayed. 
 



                  
 

By now, you have noticed we have completed our Phase X Electric System Upgrade.  This project spanned a little over a 
year from start to finish.  The entire Village electric system is now operating at 12,500 volts.  If any of you should need old 
poles, we still have some available that were removed as a part of the project.  The Village of Grafton purchased one of our 
old substation transformers.  They have an electrical system which operates at our old voltage and were able to use the 
transformer to upgrade one of their substations. 
 

Have you seen the new stadium lighting at Marsh Field?  High intensity discharge lights have replaced the old quartz style.  
The HID lights have a higher output, per watt, allowing them to provide more light with greater efficiency.  The Village 
provided assistance in connecting the new lighting system to the transformers. 
 

Trees, trees, and more trees.  Please look for us to be trimming trees over the course of the fall and winter seasons.  Trees 
in contact with the overhead lines can cause outages and create unsafe conditions.  If you ever see a branch or limb on top 
of any Village electric lines, please give us a call so we can clear it from the lines and possibly prevent an outage. 
 

The Village now has two privately owned and operated residential solar systems that are connected to the Village electric 
system.  We have purchased power agreements at each of these sites which allows the operators to sell excess power 
back to the Village.  We will be glad to work with you should you decide solar is an option at your location. 
 

The Electric Division is always available to assist you with changes, upgrades or questions regarding your electric service.  
You can reach us at 419-465-4149 or after hours by calling the Police Department, 419-465-2474. 
 

REMEMBER – THINK SAFETY....NEVER TOUCH A LOW HANGING OR DOWNED WIRE. 
Electric Division 

                                          HOOKED ON FISHING 
 

On May 30th the Village of Monroeville and the Monroeville Police Department held its 
annual Hooked on Fishing event. The event was a huge success on an absolutely 
perfect day. Approximately 200 adults and children attended. There was a contest to 
see who could catch the biggest fish, the smallest fish and the most fish. Pictured are 
the winners. Left to right: Carter Carroll with the most fish (18!); Chief Lyons; Lexi 
Elmlinger with the smallest fish (4 inches); and Landin Hershiser with the biggest fish 
(18.5 inches). Congratulations! A special thanks to Mayor Fries, Sgt. Gleason, Officer 
Kimball, and Captain Bond along with all the volunteers who helped make this event a 
success. 

 

                  SAFETY TOWN 

 

On July 18th through July 20th the Monroeville Police Department, along with 
members of the Huron River Joint Fire District, participated in Safety Town. 
Approximately 18 children who will be entering Kindergarten successfully completed 
the course. Congratulations! 

 

 

 

CHIEF LYONS ELECTED TO SERVE ON POLICY BOARD: 

 

In August, Chief Lyons was elected to serve as a law enforcement representative on the U.S. 
Department of Justice Advisory Policy Board. This is a two year term and Chief Lyons will be one 
of eight law enforcement executives in the country on this board. The Board will review and 
recommend general policy to the FBI on programs operated by the Criminal Justice Information 
Services Division that reduce terrorist and criminal activities by maximizing the FBI's ability to 
provide timely and relevant criminal justice information to the criminal justice community. The Board 
will report directly to the Director of the FBI or his designate. 
 

OFFICERS                                                                                        
 



Officer Frank Sirse III has submitted his resignation to accept full time position with the Bellevue Police Department. Village Council 
approved the hiring of John Hartman, who recently left the Bellevue Police Department after 19 years of service. John will be a valuable 
addition to the police department given his many years of experience. 

 
 

As the daylight hours get shorter and we approach the holiday season, theft from vehicles, garages and residences increase. Remember 
to lock your vehicles, houses and out buildings whenever possible; turn on outside lighting; and call the police immediately whenever you 
see or hear something suspicious. We at the Monroeville Police Department will gladly answer any calls that prove to be a false alarm if 
it means deterring a would be burglar. Call 911 or 419-465-2345.  

Chief, Gary Lyons 
 

 

Tired of the bumpy traveling along Monroe Street?  Please be assured that we really are on ODOT’s list 

of 2017 paving projects.  The necessary documents have been approved and signed by Council, so now 

it’s just a matter of waiting for ODOT’s notification that Monroe Street is next on their project list.  We 

will make their schedule known as soon as we have been notified, so please bear with us for just a little 

longer.   

MONROEVILLE ON THE MOVE 
 

Monroeville is indeed a Village on the move.  Over the summer we saw a very nice addition 

to our downtown landscape with the opening of The Computer Garage, on Monroe Street.  

This is a great complement to our efforts to ensure Monroeville keeps moving forward.  Mayor 

Fries and Council are keenly aware of the need to create economic development and to 

pursue downtown revitalization.  To those who question and “nay say,” please, it is time 

to take not only a second look, but a real look at our Monroeville and what we have to 

offer. 

 

On several occasions we met with Senator Gayle Manning to discuss issues impacting our 

Village.  We spoke on our efforts for infrastructure improvements, 

economic development, employment opportunities, education, 

transportation, public safety, health issues, including the opioid crisis, 

and sources of funding needed to allow our Village to continue to move 

forward in the best interests of its residents.   

 

We have been successful in obtaining three grants from the State of Ohio, 

which will be of direct benefit to the Village.  The Rail Division of the 

Public Utilities Commission provided funding for sign and lighting 

improvements at the Jackson Street railroad crossing.  Flashing approach signs and 

improved roadway lighting have been installed.   

 

The Ohio Environmental Protection Agency is funding the installation of an electronic 

instrument package which will be used to monitor the water quality at the above ground 

reservoir.  This instrumentation will provide a live data feed for water monitoring, twenty-



four hours per day, and will be used to alert water department personnel should water 

quality change.  Currently, the reservoir is sampled and water is tested once per week.  With 

the addition of on-line monitoring, the Village will have advanced warning of any changes 

in our raw water supply. 

 

 

The Ohio Bureau of Workers’ Compensation has approved a Safety 

Intervention Grant which will allow the Village to purchase a 

debris collection system (leaf vacuum) for use during our fall leaf 

pickup.  This is a trailer mounted vacuum which 

will be pulled using one of the Street Department 

trucks.  We hope to have the unit delivered and fully operational in time 

for this year's leaf season. 

 

 

Traffic speed calming signs have been installed on North and South Main 

Streets. In addition, LED speed limit signs have been installed on North 

Street.  Our goal is to provide a visual indication of how fast a vehicle is traveling and to 

make drivers more aware of the posted speed limit.  Further safety improvements are being 

discussed for the Monroe Street - US 20 intersection.  

 

 

Christmas in the Village is being planned for Sunday, December 11 at Commons Park.  

This year's theme is “Light up the Village” and create a festive holiday atmosphere.  Look 

for more news and information as the holiday event approaches.  If you have any ideas or 

would like to volunteer, please call the office. 
  

   
Tom Gray, Village Administrator 
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2016 – 2017 HEATING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

 

Residents of households which may be eligible for 

assistance with paying utility bills can stop by the 

Administrative Offices to pick up a H.E.A.P. application.  

This application can also be found on the web at 

energyhelp.ohio.gov.  H.E.A.P. is an assistance program 

that provides a one-time benefit annually to your 

primary heating source.  Below are the income guidelines 

to qualify.  Please visit energyhelp.ohio.gov for a list of all 

included and excluded income. 
 

Household Size              Gross Income 
 

  One Person   Up to $20,790.00 

  Two Persons   Up to $28,035.00 

  Three Persons   Up to $35,280.00 

  Four Persons   Up to $42,525.00 

  Five Persons   Up to $49,770.00 

  Six Persons   Up to $57,015.00 

  Seven Persons   Up to $64,277.00 

  Eight Persons   Up to $71,557.00 
 

For households with more than 8 members, add $8,320 

per additional member. 

  
 

WELCOME COMPUTER GARAGEWELCOME COMPUTER GARAGEWELCOME COMPUTER GARAGEWELCOME COMPUTER GARAGE    
 

Please join us in welcoming our newest business, The 

Computer Garage, to our community.   

 

Located at 24 Monroe St, the Computer Garage 

specializes in computer repairs, service and sales.  

Contact Bill Johnson or James Shaw at 567-855-1274, ext. 

2, for all your computer needs including data recovery, 

data destruction, hardware replacement and upgrades, 

E-recycling, etc. 

 

Service is available for residential, small business, non-

profit and service contracts, in store, in home or on site. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOT ALGAE?? 

 

Algae continues to be a concern for many communities.  
Fortunately, for the Village, our reservoir has remained clear 
of any toxins during the warmer than normal temperatures.  
Because of our storage capacity, we have the ability to pump 
when the water quality is best from the river.  With our lack 
of rain, the reservoir is lower than we would like it to be, 
therefore, we have plans to begin filling when the river tests 
show optimal water quality.  The EPA requires the Village to 
test weekly for microcystins, which are taken to Norwalk for 
testing, and cyanobacteria, which are sent to the EPA lab bi-
weekly. 
 
The Village recently applied and was approved for a grant for 
algae testing equipment.  This new equipment will be 
installed at the reservoir for instant water quality testing.  This 
will help in getting information for trends in water quality 
during the year and help in treatment decisions. 
 
As a reminder, meter readings are done around the 10th of 
every month.  Please do not pile leaves or snow on top of the 
meter lids.   
 

 VILLAGE OF MONROEVILLE 2 SOUTH MAIN STREET P O BOX 156 MONROEVILLE, OH  44847  MELISSA FRIES, MAYOR 419-465-6055 



If you ever have any questions or concerns regarding your 
water feel free to contact the water department at 419-465-
4182. 
  

System wide hydrant flushing and valve exercising is 
scheduled for the weeks of October 17th and October 
24th.  Water department employees will begin 
flushing/valve exercising at approximately 8:20am and 
will stop at 3:00pm daily.  During times when hydrants are 
being flushed in your area, you may experience low flow 
and/or cloudy/discolored water.  Please let your tap run 
and the condition should clear up relatively quickly. 

 

Water & Wastewater Division 
 

 

      Have you noticed…..                                                              

      Monroeville is indeed on         

      the map!  Thanks to  

      Senator Manning and  

      ODOT, new highway signs 

      have been installed on  

      US 20, which include 

      Monroeville as a  

      destination point. 

 

 

HAVE YOU NOTICED THE IMPROVEMENTS 

TO OUR              VILLAGE PARKS? 
 

Monroeville is fortunate to have beautiful parks and 

“green” space for your enjoyment and relaxation.  Two of 

these parks, Marsh Field Park and Clark Park, are located 

along the Huron River, making for a very scenic and 

tranquil setting.  This past spring we had several 

Monroeville students volunteer time working in the parks 

cleaning, painting, pulling weeds and laying mulch.   

 

You’ll notice that the shelter at the former Kiwanis Park 

has been removed.  This was necessary due to the 

deteriorated condition of the structure.  The plan is to 

move the sandstone foundation to the river banks at Clark 

Park.  Along with the three additional picnic tables that 

have been moved to this area, the serene atmosphere only 

gets better.  For the pleasure of our park visitors, vending 

machines have been added to both Clark Park and Marsh 

Field Park. 
 

We apologize for the inconvenience of having to close off 

the playground area and swing set at Clark Park.  Damage 

was sustained on the playground set, which caused the 

entire set to be cordoned off for safety reasons.  Swing 

seats have also been removed so that safer, more 

improved seats can be installed.  Once the appropriate 

parts have been received and installed and the safety 

inspection has been conducted, the playground sets will 

be re-opened for public use.  

 
 

  
 

We currently have a vacancy on the Board of Zoning Appeals 

(BZA).  This committee of Council is a quasi-judicial body that 

hears variance requests, appeals and decide whether or not to 

grant these requests.  The BZA only meets on an as needed basis 

so there are no regular meetings.  The term of office shall be 

three years.  If you are interested please contact the 

Administrative Offices at 419-465-2922. 

 

"Isn't it appropriate that the month of the tax begins with                        

April Fool's Day and ends with cries of 'May Day!'?" ~Rob Knauerhase 

 

The Gettysburg address is 269 words, the Declaration of Independence is 1337 words, and 

the Bible is only 773,000 words.  However, the tax law has grown from 11,400 words in 1913 

to SEVEN MILLION words today.   Not wanting to be left out, the State of Ohio completely re-

wrote the local tax laws, which became effective with the 2016 tax year.  Multiple changes 

were written into the new law, some of which will affect our residents.   Please be aware of these important facts: 
 

* The Village of Monroeville requires all residents to file a Monroeville Income Tax Return whether or not there is any tax 

liability.  
 



*Your income tax return is due no later than April 15th of each year.  Late fees will be applied on all returns received after 

the due date.   LATE FEES WILL BE $25 PER MONTH FOR EACH MONTH NOT FILED, UP TO $150.  INTEREST RATES FOR 

UNPAID TAXES WILL BE 15% OF THE AMOUNT NOT PAID. 
 

*Residents 16 years and older are required to file an income tax return. 
 

*If you do not have any earnable income, and your income is solely based on disability, Social Security or other form of 

retirement, you will be exempt from filing an income tax return; however, if you haven’t already done so, you must file 

an exemption form NO LATER than April 15th.   
 

*If you file an extension with the IRS you must file a copy of the extension form with the Monroeville Income Tax 

Administrator no later than April 15th.  Late fees will be applied if an extension is not received.  
 

Our Income Tax personnel are available to assist you with answering any income tax questions and to assist with 

completing your return.  Please feel free call us at 419-465-4443.  
 

 

    

It seems like every time you get your utility bill, the rates have increased!  
Phone calls are coming into the Administrative Offices regarding the 
utility rates, so it is important to know that your Council has worked 
diligently to stabilize the rates while maintaining the integrity of the funds.  
Our electric rates have remained stable over the past 20 years, with a 
small 10% increase at the end of 2014.  With the EPA-mandated 
wastewater treatment plant improvements and the new sanitary sewer line installation on Monroe Street, our 
sewer rates have increased proportionately to meet the new debt service.  The Ohio Water Development 
Authority, from which most of our utility loans are implemented, informed us at the beginning of the year that 
they created an interest rate buy-down program to assist communities and local governments with outstanding 
loans.  Over the next 9 years, we will see a debt service decrease of $24,770 in the sewer fund, and $8,611 in 
the water fund due to this interest rate adjustment.  Additionally, Council recently approved a $60,000 transfer 
of Optotraffic fines into the water fund, and with the refinancing of the USDA loan (for the construction of our 
reservoir and water treatment plant upgrades) we will see an annual debt service decrease of another $20,000 
in that same fund.  While these significant changes have an immediate impact in keeping the current rates 
stabilized, they are very short term given the continuing rise in operating and maintenance costs for our utility 
funds.  Your Council, Fiscal Officer and Village Administrator will continue to make every effort to keep our utility 
rates stable and cost efficient. 

                                                                                          

 

Firelands FCU recently opened a Loan Operations Center 
at 167 N. Ridge Street. The facility, which is located in 
front of the Monroeville credit union branch, currently has 12 employees, with room to add four more in the future. 
The Loan Operations Center services mortgage loans, credit and debit cards, consumer loans and collections. 
Hours are by appointment only. 
 

President, Stephen M. Wasserman said, “When Firelands Federal Credit Union purchased the property five 
years ago, there was a deed restriction prohibiting us from using it for financial services. We are excited to be 
able to use that facility now, and to have all of our loan operations employees located in the same building.” 
 

Firelands Federal Credit Union has 100 employees, with branches in Bellevue, Bucyrus, Galion, Monroeville and 
Norwalk. Visit them online at www.firelandsfcu.org or find them on Facebook. 
  

 



 

We’ve been publishing our community newsletter for several years now, 
and we believe it’s about time that we hear from you about what we’re 
trying to accomplish!    What articles interest you the most?  What would 
you like to see included in our newsletters?  Do you have a milestone 
birthday or anniversary coming up that we can feature?  Please feel free 
to give us your feedback…..we are sincere about making our newsletter a 
source of valuable information for our community.  You can call us at 
419-465-2922, or e-mail us at adminoffice@monroevilleohio.com, or drop 

us a note.  And while we’re on the topic of newsletters, we would like to offer the option to reach our residents 
electronically. If you would like to receive your newsletter electronically, please provide your e-mail address 
to our Administrative Offices and we will send all future newsletters to you via e-mail. 
 

 

At the July Council meeting, Mayor Melissa Fries presented Mr. and 
Mrs. Dean Schaffer with a proclamation recognizing their efforts to 
keep our community clean.  Mr. and Mrs. Schaffer can be seen on 
their frequent walks collecting trash and debris that is scattered 
along the way.  Their efforts to help maintain a clean environment 
and promote the beautification of our community have not gone 
unnoticed, and their faithfulness in this endeavor is so appreciated. 
 

 

 

 

We are so excited to announce this year’s Christmas event, “Light 
up the Village”!   On Sunday, December 11th, Santa will be cozied 
up in his little red house at Commons Park ready to greet his 
young visitors to discuss their Christmas desires.  The event is 
scheduled to begin with Santa’s arrival at 4:00PM, and will include 
goodies for all.  We are planning to provide rides around the 
Village for the participants to enjoy the Christmas light displays, 

which is why we want to encourage everyone to make the most of your Christmas decorations, because we’re 
going to show them off!    The event is later than what has typically been scheduled so that the visitors can go 
right on down the street to experience the “Journey to Bethlehem” at the Trinity Lutheran Church.  Look for 
further details as we get closer to the date! 


