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On Tuesday, June 9, 2026, at 6:01 PM, Mayor Joseph Galea opened the Council meeting with a word of 
prayer. The Pledge of Allegiance to the flag was recited by those present. 
 
The regular meeting for the Council of the Village of Monroeville was then called to order. 
 
Present at roll call: 
Chris Raftery     and              Joseph Galea, Mayor 
Mark Miller                   Eunice Collene, Fiscal Officer 
Sue Rogers                   Jim Barney, Solicitor 
Tammy Schachter                  Lt. Troy Kimball, Monroeville Police Dept. 
Andrew Brown                                                      
Jim Ehrman 
      
Also attending: Scott Summerlin; Jennifer Takacs; Peg Neat; Ashley Koch; Tracy Sellers; Paul Brooks; Elisa 
Brown; Ed Greenwald; Melissa Zehnder; Melinda Gies; Brenda Buchanan; Liz Allen; Rob Lamm; Tom and 
Tammy Vitaz; Curt Stang; Nique Speer; Max Upton; Jeremy Bischoff; Jody Brooks; Tom Sitterly; Paul 
Skidmore; Dale Beck; Bonnie Beck; and Paul Skidmore.  
 
The May 2026 financial reports, bank statements, balance sheets, check reports, and bank reconciliations 
were previously distributed to the Council via e-mail. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
The mayor announced that, on a trial basis, the portion of the Council meeting designated for citizens to 
address Council will be moved to follow the Administrative Reports. This way, citizens can address any 
inquiries that may arise from the Administrative Reports. The mayor asked for Council’s approval of the 
agenda. Ms. Rogers made a motion, seconded by Mr. Ehrman, to approve the agenda. Motion carried 
with no discussion. 
 
DISPOSITION OF MINUTES 
The mayor asked Council for a motion to approve the minutes from the regular Council meeting on May 
12, 2026. Ms. Raftery made that motion, seconded by Ms. Schlachter. Motion carried with no discussion.  
 
APPROVAL OF FINANCIAL REPORTS 
The mayor asked Council for a motion to approve the May 2026 financial reports. Ms. Rogers made that 
motion, seconded by Ms. Raftery. Mr. Brown asked if the $42,000 expenditure for Software Solutions is 
an annual expenditure. With Mr. Brown being a new Council member, Ms. Collene explained that 
Software Solutions is the Village’s new software company, and confirmed that $42,000 will be an annual 
expenditure. Motion carried with no further discussion. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE MONTHLY CREDIT CARD REPORT 
The mayor asked Council for a motion to approve the May 2026 credit card report. Ms. Raftery made that 
motion, seconded by Ms. Schlachter. Motion carried with no further discussion. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
Administrator – The mayor informed Council that Tom Gray could not attend the meeting because he was 
ill, and that Mr. Gray’s report had already been sent to the Council. The mayor said that anyone with 
questions about Mr. Gray’s report could reach out to him via email. Ms. Collene said that she wanted to 
clarify something from Mr. Gray’s report, as she had not had a chance to speak with him before tonight’s 
meeting. Mr. Gray’s report stated that Erie Blacktop was going to commence work on the Hamilton Street 
project on August 1, 2026. Ms. Collene clarified that the work will not begin on August 1, 2026; rather, it 
will commence at some point during August 2026. OPWC (Ohio Public Works Commission) funds are 
involved, and the OPWC budget doesn’t start until July 1, 2026. The Hamilton Street project couldn’t 
commence prior to July 1, 2026, and the OPWC has another project they are trying to complete. A start 
date for the project is also dependent on the weather. The mayor said that Mr. Gray’s report contained 
two action items that need Council approval, and the mayor prefers that Council wait until Mr. Gray is 
present at the next meeting to address those items. Ms. Collene said she is uncertain whether the action 
item related to the grant from the ODNR (Ohio Department of Natural Resources) can be postponed, as 
the village is operating under a specific timeline. Mr. Gray’s report indicated that the grant was originally 
initiated in 2017, but at the time of submission, the village did not qualify. Ms. Collene researched the 
grant and discovered that it actually commenced in 2018. According to her research, which includes 
meeting minutes and discussions with Senator Manning’s office, the village did qualify for the grant. The 
funds have remained unused since then, and Ms. Collene is concerned that the lack of action will cause 
the village to forfeit the chance to use these funds. The mayor requested Ms. Collene confirm that 
accepting the grant does not commit the village to anything; it is just the village’s agreement to receive 
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the funds. Ms. Collene confirmed and explained that Mr. Gray had previously forwarded the grant 
information to Village Solicitor Jim Barney, who signed his approval. Therefore, Ms. Collene doesn’t see a 
reason to delay the grant acceptance any longer. The mayor asked whether Council members were okay 
with this, and they confirmed. Mr. Miller asked the mayor to clarify that the village wouldn’t incur any 
costs. The mayor responded that the village would accept the funds and appropriate them. The Mayor 
also noted that if the village decides against using the funds, there would be no obligation to spend them, 
and the funds would then be returned. Mr. Brown inquired if there was a grant match. Ms. Collene said 
that based on her research, there’s no grant match. Ms. Collene explained that she would allocate funds 
from the General Fund into a special fund designated for the grant, particularly since it involves capital 
funds. Should the village utilize the funds, Ms. Collene would seek reimbursement. Once the 
reimbursement is received, it will be returned to the General Fund. If the village does not proceed, the 
advanced funds would be returned to the General Fund. However, Ms. Collene is uncertain if Mr. Gray 
needs to obtain engineering. The mayor said that he believes a survey was done previously. Ms. Collene 
said she is uncertain regarding the accuracy of the survey based on its age. The mayor asked Council for a 
motion to accept the funding. Ms. Raftery made a motion, seconded by Ms. Rogers, to have the mayor 
execute the Capital Improvement Community Park, Recreation/Conservation Project Pass-Through Grant 
Agreement from the Ohio Department of Natural Resources, on behalf of the village, and accept the 
funding, which will be used to install a connector trail link between the North Coast Inland Trail/Firelands 
Rails to Trails and Clark Park. Motion carried with no discussion. Ms. Collene also questioned Mr. Gray’s 
other action item listed in his report, the 1997 GMC 6500 Series dump truck that is to be auctioned off at 
the Huron County Equipment Auction. The mayor said that the action item doesn’t seem time-sensitive. 
Ms. Collene advised that the auction is scheduled for June 13, 2026, and the dump truck had already been 
advertised for the auction. The mayor asked Council for a motion. Ms. Schlachter made a motion to 
authorize the Village Administrator to submit the 1997 GMC 6500 Series dump truck for auction/sale at 
the Huron County Equipment Auction, seconded by Mr. Brown. Mr. Miller asked about the allocation of 
the funds generated from the sale. The mayor said that the funds would be redirected to the original fund 
from which the equipment was purchased. For example, if the dump truck was purchased for the Water 
Department, the revenue from the sale would be deposited into the Water Fund. Motion carried with no 
further discussion.  
 
The mayor said that, separate from his report, Mr. Gray had submitted an information packet that he 
received from the floating solar developer. The packet contained a large volume of technical data 
regarding the floating solar field. The mayor encouraged Council members to review it. The mayor said 
the information would be posted on the Village website soon.  
 
Fiscal Officer – Eunice presented her report, which had previously been submitted to Council. At the end 
of May 2026, the village had a total cash balance of $6,077,981.01 across all funds. The total revenue was 
$5,867,255.84, and total expenses were $5,611,181.24. Activity was recorded across 39 different funds, 
resulting in a net increase of $256,074.60 in cash for the month. In May 2026, 916 utility bills were issued, 
and 915 of them were paid. One customer moved without leaving a forwarding address, and efforts are 
underway to recover the outstanding balance. The CCR (Consumer Confidence Report) was noted on the 
recent utility invoices. Ms. Collene worked on the report with Water & Wastewater Superintendent Don 
Clark in an effort to save costs while complying with EPA regulations. Instead of sending individual CCR’s, 
the EPA permitted alternative posting methods. Hard copies of the report are available at the Village 
Administrative Office and can also be accessed on the Village website. A door will soon be installed in the 
MMC (Monroeville Municipal Complex) lobby. Ms. Collene said this decision relied on discussions with the 
Monroeville Police Department relating to security. Ms. Collene said that with the new door, key fobs will 
also be installed, using the same vendor that the Monroeville Police Department uses for their key fobs 
and cameras. The Administrative section of the building will tie into the police department’s system, 
allowing them to view the camera feed from the MMC lobby, which enhances security. The new Council 
chamber tables were installed, and the existing tabletop was refinished. Ms. Collene is creating an 
organizational chart for the village and will share it once it is finished. RITA (Regional Income Tax Agency) 
issued its annual reconciliation letter, which was included in Ms. Collene’s report, indicating the Village 
will receive a $10,102 refund. RITA also reached out to Ms. Collene regarding its non-filer/subpoena 
program, which would enable RITA to send non-filing delinquency letters and administrative subpoenas 
for records to non-respondents, at a fee of $1 per subpoena. The U.S. DOJ (Department of Justice) has 
mandated that state and local government websites must be fully accessible to individuals with visual, 
auditory, physical, and cognitive disabilities. The village has a deadline of April 2028 to ensure that the 
village website is compliant with these guidelines. Following discussions with Chief Earl regarding the 
School Resource Officer (SRO) program, Ms. Collene requested that Council consider the reinstatement 
of "comp (compensation) time." This would be beneficial for an SRO who may have accrued comp time or 
overtime, allowing them to utilize the time during the summer months. This would result in cost savings 
by reducing the need for overtime pay. Ms. Collene encouraged Council to consider this for a future 
decision. Another item in Ms. Collene's report concerns the ES Consulting contract, which she had 
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previously forwarded to Council for review. Ohio House Bill 96 has introduced new cybersecurity 
mandates for public entities, and ES Consulting can assist with this. Recently, the village experienced a 
hardware malfunction that rendered the Administrative Office without telephones or internet for one and 
a half days. In response to this, Ms. Collene explored alternative IT (Information Technology) support 
solutions. The ES Consulting contract would encompass all IT support for the village, including firewall 
management, anti-virus protection, email services, and web hosting. The Administrative Office would 
continue to oversee the village website, ensuring information is posted and changes are made as 
necessary. The state has advised that transitioning email addresses ending in .com to .gov will enhance 
security. ES Consulting has offered to facilitate this change at no additional cost. They will also provide 
necessary parts and hardware, conduct ongoing monitoring, and detect any attempted breaches to the 
firewall. ES Consulting has the capability to conduct a phishing campaign targeting current employees to 
assess their susceptibility to phishing attempts, and they would notify Administration, who can make sure 
to provide training to enhance employee awareness against threats. Additionally, ES Consulting can 
remotely access the system and provide rapid recovery during emergencies. Backups are performed 
hourly and stored in the cloud, with manual testing to ensure functionality. They also provide off-site 
storage solutions and manage telephone services. If the village commits to a minimum of one year of 
service, the onboarding fees of $5,000+ would be waived. There is no requirement for a long-term 
contract, and their team consists of thirty-three staff members to assist the village. A one-time hardware 
cost of $1,750 is required for a server unit, which is expected to last between eight and ten years. In the 
event of system failure, they can restore operations within fifteen to twenty minutes. Currently, they 
serve the City of Mansfield, the Village of Greenwich, including their law enforcement agencies, the Huron 
County Sheriff, the Huron County Auditor’s Office, and the City of Bellevue. Their website indicates that 
they have processed one hundred fifty responses in the past thirty days, and they have a 99.3% 
satisfaction rate. Ms. Collene previously worked with ES Consulting while working for the City of Galion, 
and was very pleased with their service. She contacted several other providers, including the village’s 
current provider, and received two responses. The alternative response was not comprehensive and 
would’ve cost more. Ms. Collene recognized that the fees for ES Consulting are higher than our current 
expenses; however, the village must comply with Ohio House Bill 96 and, most importantly, safeguard the 
data of village employees and citizens. Lt. Kimball noted that the outage Ms. Collene mentioned also 
impacted the police department. Fortunately, their phones were already set up to forward calls to the 
police department's cell phone, but the downtime was excessive. The mayor stated that during the 
outage, he realized it had a significant effect, and village employees had to reach out to various providers 
to restore operations, which was not ideal. Ms. Schlachter inquired about which package Ms. Collene was 
considering from the handout previously shared with Council. Ms. Collene indicated she was looking at 
the standard package, which offers three hours of on-site service each month at no extra charge. If the 
village requires more than three hours on-site, the rate is $135 per hour. Mr. Brown asked if there were 
any extra fees for after-hours service or other services. Ms. Collene replied that the handout does not 
specify the after-hours rate. Lt. Kimball mentioned he can handle most in-house tasks for the police 
department, but he doesn’t have access to hardware, which is a concern. Mr. Brown asked Ms. Collene 
about her expected timeline for the IT change. She replied that the sooner, the better, as she feels the 
village is currently in a holding pattern, and many issues have arisen due to the firewall. Once Ms. Collene 
gives ES Consulting the go-ahead, she expects to start seeing progress within two weeks, with full online 
functionality within thirty days. The deadline for compliance with House Bill 96 is July 1, 2026, which also 
involves having a policy established. Ms. Raftery made a motion, seconded by Mr. Brown, to approve the 
contract with ES Consulting. Motion carried with no discussion. The mayor inquired whether RITA adds 
postage costs to the $1 per letter subpoena program. Ms. Collene said no, and that she would receive full 
reports detailing who the letters were sent to and who had replied. Mr. Brown requested the usual 
number of letters sent. Mr. Barney mentioned that income tax was previously handled in-house, and now 
that RITA is managing the program, we don't have a specific number. However, RITA is more effective at 
obtaining responses. Ms. Collene added that when someone comes in to register for utility service, they 
receive a packet of information that includes details about RITA and the requirements for filing income 
tax. The mayor asked Council for a motion to utilize RITA for the subpoena program. Ms. Rogers made 
that motion, seconded by Ms. Schlachter. Motion carried with no discussion. Ms. Collene said that she 
provided the mayor and Council members with the latest cash report, which is dated today. She asked 
everyone to review it and review the status of the electric fund. She had discussed the report with the 
Electric Superintendent and emphasized the importance of monitoring the situation to remain within the 
limits of the available cash balance. 
 
Police – Lt. Kimball spoke on behalf of Chief Earl and said that the Chief's report had already been provided 
to Council. In May 2026, there was a significant increase in traffic citations in school zones. The job posting 
for the SRO is progressing. New Dell computers have been set up. The Hooked-on-Fishing event in May 
was a success, with seventy-one participants. The tasers donated by the Whitehall Police Department 
have been collected, along with 250 cartridges and body gear. Lt. Kimball and Officer Nick Meyer made 
OVI arrests, with one involving a commercial vehicle. The mayor noted he had talked with the Police 
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Department about unregistered solicitors in the village. He recommended that the police and community 
monitor this closely, as there is currently only one registered solicitor. Lt. Kimball agreed and urged 
residents to contact the police department about any unusual solicitation activities they observe. 
 
Solicitor – Mr. Barney had no information to report.  
 
Mayor – The mayor shared his opinion on what he would like to see happen with the proposed data 
center. The village is reviewing two main issues: 1) The plans put forth by Decimal Digital and the need to 
address various questions raised by the proposal, including its advantages, disadvantages, community 
concerns, and opportunities specific to Decimal Digital; and 2) Looking at the broader landscape in our 
state, and observe how other communities and governments are responding to similar questions relating 
to data centers, some of which have already been answered or are at the same stage that Monroeville is 
at. The mayor has communicated with the Village of Lordstown, which has a proposed data center and 
has also enacted a moratorium, with litigation surrounding it. The village should consider how other 
communities are managing data center challenges to guide our approach. This is a cutting-edge issue in 
Ohio. Another challenge for the community is reconciling conflicting facts and claims based on what we 
have been told and the research conducted. Council, the mayor, and the Village Solicitor have all done 
research, but their findings do not always align. It’s essential to establish the facts that pertain to our 
village. This process will require broader discussions with other communities. Council should protect the 
village economically, financially, and in terms of health, safety, and environmental concerns. The current 
moratorium is set to expire in March 2027 unless it is extended, and no permits will be issued during this 
period. This timeframe should be used wisely and effectively, ensuring that decisions are made 
thoughtfully, without being rushed. A Planning Commission meeting is scheduled for June 22, 2026, to 
begin discussions on regulations. A public hearing will take place on July 14, 2026, concerning the zoning 
ordinance. The mayor said it’s important for the public to know that updating the zoning ordinance was 
initiated two years ago to align the zoning code with Ohio Law, and the hearing on July 14, 2026, is not 
specifically about data centers. The zoning ordinance revisions need to be finalized before discussions on 
data center regulations can start. The General Assembly is currently developing data center regulations. 
Perkins Township is developing a hyperscale data center, and the mayor believes Monroeville should 
monitor how that data center will impact its residents. The mayor explained that Council holds a regular 
meeting each month, which works well when everything is running smoothly in the village. However, with 
a significant topic now on the table, the mayor stated that the community deserves additional monthly 
special meetings or work sessions to address issues and regulations related to data centers. Therefore, a 
work session will be scheduled for later this month. It is also necessary to figure out how to gather public 
input beyond the regular Council meetings. Other communities have oversight moratorium committees 
made up of village officials and residents, and the mayor thinks implementing a similar approach in the 
village would be beneficial moving forward. The mayor wants to work with the village’s partners at the 
Huron County Growth Partnership for assistance, along with the county commissioners and state 
representatives.  
 
Mr. Ehrman questioned whether the Electric Service Agreement (ESA) established between the village 
and Decimal Digital would require the village's approval for any construction. The mayor and Mr. Barney 
clarified that the ESA will expire in four years. Mr. Barney noted that progress had been slower than 
anticipated, as Decimal Digital's eyes had gotten bigger. Mr. Ehrman inquired if Decimal Digital could 
pursue legal action against the village if they were denied the right to construct, based on the terms 
outlined in the ESA. Mr. Barney confirmed that they could, as the ESA obligates the village to provide 
Decimal Digital with a specified amount of electricity, and failing to do so would be a breach of contract. 
Mr. Brown asked for clarification regarding Decimal Digital's expansion of its initial project scope. The 
mayor explained that last year's proposal indicated a 30-megawatt site that was intended to scale up, 
consisting of a series of small, modular buildings. This proposal aligned more with the traditional structure 
of data centers before the AI boom, as it would be less resource-intensive due to smaller buildings, which 
are easier to cool. Currently, they are proposing that phase one will be a 100-megawatt facility. Mr. Brown 
asked if, at the time the ESA was signed, the village understood that phase one would be a smaller version. 
The mayor confirmed that the proposal was for a smaller version than what is currently being discussed. 
Mr. Miller then asked Mr. Barney if this situation could be viewed as a loophole in the ESA. Mr. Barney 
responded that even if a 100-megawatt facility were approved, he doubted the village would have the 
capacity to supply that level of power, as the system would require upgrades. The village would have to 
seek permission from FirstEnergy via AMPT (American Municipal Power Transmission, LLC) to connect to 
their system, and it is the village's responsibility to develop that system. Mr. Barney recalls that the initial 
proposal was for 10 megawatts, and the village could immediately supply up to 30 megawatts. As the site 
gradually expands, the village will be capable of delivering more energy. This was the established process. 
However, the project faced delays due to Decimal Digital's consideration of constructing a 1.6-gigawatt 
facility outside of town, which was intended to be developed incrementally, reaching up to 100 
megawatts. Achieving the full 100 megawatts would realistically take several years. Mr. Miller asked 
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whether the agreement stipulated 30 megawatts. The mayor said that it was intended to commence at 
30 megawatts and increase to 100 megawatts. Both Mr. Miller and Mr. Brown requested the mayor to 
confirm that Decimal Digital now intends to start at 100 megawatts, with Mr. Brown questioning whether 
this changes the signed agreement. The mayor said that he believed Mr. Brown’s question requires some 
analysis from Mr. Barney. Mr. Barney explained that the agreement allows the village to supply up to 100 
megawatts, but he believes it is understood that the transition to 100 megawatts is not as simple as 
flipping a switch at a substation. It will require studies, and it will take time. Mr. Barney said that he does 
not see any loopholes, as this was the project's vision when the agreement was executed. Mr. Brown 
responded that the initial vision was to start at 30 megawatts, not 100 megawatts. Mr. Barney agreed and 
said that Decimal Digital cannot commence at 100 megawatts because the necessary power is not 
available. They are discussing solely Monroeville energy, which Monroeville is unable to sell. Mr. Scott 
Summerlin began to ask a question, but the mayor requested that Mr. Summerlin hold his question until 
the public comment portion of the meeting. 
 
BOARD AND COMMISSION REPORTS 
 
HRJFD 
Huron River Joint Fire District convened on May 6, 2026: Mr. Ehrman said that there were nine fire calls 
in May, with three occurring in the village. There were no calls for mutual aid. All trucks have undergone 
mechanical servicing. The rescue equipment, known as the "Jaws of Life," was serviced by the 
manufacturer and returned in good condition. Firefighter training is conducted on a monthly basis. Mr. 
Ehrman thanked the firefighters for their hard work and commitment.  
 
OPPORTUNITY FOR CITIZENS TO ADDRESS COUNCIL 
Mr. David Beck complimented the Monroeville Police Department for their efforts in patrolling school 
zones. He also thanked the mayor for the ongoing progress of improving the streets, particularly Hamilton 
Street. Mr. Beck noted that last year, the village had discussed initiating a street inventory. Mr. Beck 
inquired whether an inventory of the streets had been done yet. The mayor replied that, to his knowledge, 
a street inventory had been completed, and streets that need repair were identified. The mayor said he 
would like to formalize this process to make the grant application process easier. 
 
Mr. Jeremy Bischoff inquired if the proposed zoning changes would affect the entire zoning ordinance or 
only a portion of it, and he also requested information on where he can obtain information. The mayor 
responded that zoning information can be accessed at the Village Administrative Office, which includes a 
list of any changes made. The changes were comprehensive tweaks to the zoning code and were aimed 
at clarifying language regarding setbacks and other related matters. Mr. Bischoff questioned whether the 
ESA with Decimal Digital is a public record. Both the mayor and Ms. Collene confirmed. Ms. Collene said 
that a copy can be accessed at the Village Administrative Office. 
 
Ms. Jennifer Takacs asked whether any members of Council had visited a data center. Mr. Miller 
responded that he had not. Ms. Takacs said that she had read the pamphlet previously provided by 
Decimal Digital, describing it as inadequate. She proposed that Council members visit a data center. 
Additionally, she urged Council to consider the location of the proposed data center in relation to the 
nearby schools. The emissions from the data center pose a risk of asthma to school children, which is a 
significant concern. It is known that data centers can raise temperatures by six to sixteen degrees within 
a six-mile radius, affecting the school area. Ms. Takacs stated that she had contacted the number provided 
by Decimal Digital, but the representatives were unable to answer her questions. They promised to have 
someone reach out to her, but no one followed up. 
 
Ms. Brenda Buchanan said that she was running for the State House of Representatives for District 54, 
which encompasses the southern region of Lorain County extending to Vermilion, as well as all of Huron 
County with the exception of a portion of Bellevue. Ms. Buchanan talked about the importance of 
residents having a voice in the development of their community. She noted that in recent years, her 
community has transitioned from a mostly rural area to one with numerous developments. Ensuring that 
community members have a voice in their growth begins at the state level. Currently, the community of 
New Russia, Ohio, is facing challenges related to a mega center, which is different from a data center. The 
land was sold, and a development company entered the scene, signing a Non-Disclosure Agreement (NDA) 
which left the community uninformed. Ms. Buchanan stated that while one cannot prevent land sales or 
dictate to whom land is sold, it’s important to empower communities to have a voice. The residents of 
New Russia, Ohio, demonstrated their involvement with a turnout of four hundred individuals to discuss 
the situation. The development company attempting to engage with the New Russia community made 
numerous promises, but by the third meeting with representatives, the circumstances had changed. 
Villages and townships need to have a say in what developments are introduced into their communities. 
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Ms. Liz Takacs expressed her frustration over the discussions happening on Facebook. She proposed that 
the Council organize monthly or bi-monthly meetings for the community to have discussions face-to-face 
instead of on social media. The mayor acknowledged her suggestion and stated that he is open to it, 
although he is uncertain about the frequency Council can manage. He agreed that in-person conversations 
are better than those held on social media.  
 
Ms. Elisa Brown thanked the Monroeville Police Department for their presence in the downtown area. 
She said that she and Fiscal Officer Eunice Collene have been working on obtaining grants to enhance 
safety in the downtown. Ms. Brown reached out for feedback on Facebook and received more than eighty 
comments. Many people noted that the pedestrian beacon in front of Clark Park is frequently ignored by 
oncoming traffic and requested law enforcement when the lights are flashing. Ms. Brown appreciated Ms. 
Collene working with her on grant applications. The planter boxes will be returning to downtown, and Ms. 
Brown thanked all the local businesses that contributed to this project. She asked about the possibility of 
exploring additional funding sources. There is a five-million-dollar grant available through ODOT (Ohio 
Department of Transportation) that could revitalize the entire downtown and eliminate concerns about 
pedestrian safety and traffic. Ms. Brown is confused as to why these grants are not being pursued. She 
said that village officials had been previously informed about these grants, so she doesn’t understand the 
lack of response. If the village's financial situation is currently a topic of discussion in relation to the 
proposed data center, then the village should be actively seeking out available grants for immediate 
improvements rather than pursuing a dangling carrot.   
 
Mr. Paul Brooks said that he marched in the Memorial Day parade and thanked those who participated. 
The mayor thanked Mr. Brooks for his service at the American Legion and the Legion’s support of these 
events. 
 
Mr. Scott Summerlin asked Mr. Barney whether the ESA agreement was for 100 megawatts. Mr. Barney 
confirmed that the ESA was for up to 100 megawatts. Mr. Summerlin then asked if Decimal Digital intends 
to increase to the 30 megawatts that the village can supply, and if they aim to extend it to 100 megawatts, 
whether there is a specific timeframe Decimal Digital must follow, or if they can simply claim the village 
agreed to provide the electricity, and whether the village would need to purchase energy to support the 
data center. Mr. Barney responded no, explaining that the village does not generate electricity; it 
purchases all its electricity. He added that the ESA is a four-year contract, and after that period, the village 
has no further obligations. Mr. Summerlin asked if Decimal Digital could push for 100 megawatts since 
the village agreed to sell it, and if they wanted to increase the phasing, whether the village would be 
responsible for those costs. The mayor responded that the village is not obligated to (inaudible) and said 
that Decimal Digital would need to cover those expenses. Mr. Barney said that the village would not incur 
any costs under the ESA. The village agreed to sell electricity to Decimal Digital, and Decimal Digital would 
handle any build-out costs. Mr. Summerlin asked if Decimal Digital would need to pay for transformers or 
other equipment. Mr. Barney clarified that while AMPT would technically own that, Decimal Digital would 
indeed need to purchase it from the Monroeville system. Mr. Summerlin noted that the documents 
provided by Decimal Digital indicated they could go up to 1 gigawatt, but Mr. Barney had previously 
mentioned 1.6 gigawatts, and asked Mr. Barney which figure was correct. Mr. Barney stated it depended 
on what Decimal Digital had indicated. The mayor added that at one point in time, Decimal Digital 
proposed the possibility of up to 1.6 gigawatts, which would require gas generation, but later reduced it 
to 1 gigawatt. 
 
Ms. Jody Brooks said that, regarding Monroeville's practice of purchasing electricity, she came across a 
statement from the CEO of AEP (American Electric Power) indicating that the demand for power from 
data centers is not tenable. She expressed concern regarding where these data centers would source their 
electricity. The mayor acknowledged that this is an important question.  
 
Ms. Ashley Koch inquired whether any actions had been taken regarding the $7500 engineering study 
conducted on 100 Sandusky Street, Monroeville. The mayor responded that during the last discussion, the 
village was awaiting a reply from the attorney representing the violator, as their client was out of town at 
the time. Mr. Barney confirmed this. Ms. Koch then asked if there had been any negotiations concerning 
the zoning violation. The mayor indicated that the negotiation involved the violator rectifying the issue at 
their own cost. 
 
Mr. Tom Sitterly asked about the status of converting Herrick Alley into a one-way street. The mayor said 
that this matter would need to be addressed under the Council business portion of the meeting. Mr. 
Sitterly said that the Village Administrator and the Police Chief had inspected the alley and confirmed that 
it is not wide enough for two vehicles, and were told that the issue would be revisited by Council. Both 
the mayor and Mr. Miller said they were unaware of the Village Administrator's inspection of the area. 
The mayor said that a significant portion of the traffic on Herrick Alley may be because of the condition of 
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Hamilton Street, and he anticipated that once Hamilton Street is repaired later this summer, the traffic 
problems on Herrick Alley may be resolved. The mayor then asked Mr. Sitterly if he had observed any 
vehicles driving around the speed bumps and entering yards on Herrick Alley. Mr. Sitterly confirmed. He 
stated that he would address the issues in his own manner if Council failed to take action, as vehicles are 
driving thirty to forty feet into his yard. Ms. Collene reminded Council members that this matter is 
included in their list of ongoing projects. Ms. Raftery inquired whether the decision regarding Herrick Alley 
could be postponed until after the repairs on Hamilton Street are completed. Mr. Sitterly responded that 
drivers would continue to use the alley as a shortcut while Hamilton Street is under repair to avoid the 
traffic light on Main Street. Mr. Miller made a motion to designate Herrick Alley as a one-way street. 
(Multiple individuals were speaking simultaneously during Mr. Miller's motion, preventing proper 
transcription.) Mr. Miller reiterated that he had made a motion. The mayor requested that Mr. Miller hold 
off on making a motion until the portion of the meeting for Council business. Mr. Miller's motion failed 
due to a lack of a second. (Multiple individuals were speaking simultaneously, preventing proper 
transcription.) The mayor brought the meeting back to order.  
 
Ms. Melissa Zehnder asked Ms. Collene regarding the availability of a grant from the ODNR (Ohio 
Department of Natural Resources) related to a bike trail, and whether there was a grant match 
requirement. Ms. Collene explained that the grant pertained to the Clark Park Rails to Trails project, which 
was established before her employment with the village. If her memory served her correctly, the grant 
amount was $33,000. Ms. Zehnder requested Ms. Collene to confirm that the village did not believe they 
had been approved for the grant, when in fact, they had. Ms. Collene noted that the Village 
Administrator's report indicated that the village had not received grant approval at that time. Upon 
reviewing previous meeting minutes and researching the necessary steps for grant approval, she 
discovered that the village had been approved for the grant. There was a complication mentioned 
regarding an easement or right-of-way that halted progress. Ms. Zehnder said she was uncertain whether 
the grant was intended for a kayak launch or another purpose. The mayor stated that the objective was 
to connect Rails to Trails to Route 20 through Clark Park. Ms. Collene said that, as she understood it, 
completing this project could enhance opportunities for additional grants aimed at expanding walking 
trails and other recreational activities. The mayor said that there had been earlier discussions concerning 
potential collaborations with ODNR and the capital budget, and suggested that this could be a request for 
future capital budgeting. The capital budget operates on a biennial cycle established by the state, and 
there’s potential to fund various infrastructure projects, including a kayak launch. Ms. Collene added that 
this could align with the grants she has been pursuing with Ms. Brown, which focus on promoting healthy 
eating and active lifestyles. 
 
Mr. Summerlin said that he had an additional question, to which the mayor responded that he was 
attempting to restrict each person to one public comment. Mr. Summerlin said that he had recently sent 
an information analysis to the mayor and asked whether that analysis had been shared with the Planning 
Commission and the Council members. The mayor confirmed. 
 
Ms. Tracy Sellers expressed concern that there is insufficient signage around the pedestrian crossing 
beacon located in front of Clark Park to alert traffic about pedestrians, and asked if the Monroeville Police 
Department would be able to address this issue. Ms. Collene responded that the Police Department's 
actions are limited, as Route 20 is classified as a state route. Any initiatives undertaken or proposed by 
the village must receive approval from ODOT (Ohio Department of Transportation). Previously, the Village 
Administrator had suggested an overhead installation to ODOT, funded by a larger grant. There may be 
additional grant opportunities for further installation, but ODOT's approval would still be required. The 
mayor spoke about MUTCD (Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices) and explained that all signage on 
state highways must comply with its regulations. He noted that conditional signs are sometimes not 
permitted, which has created challenges for the village in the past. Mr. Miller asked whether the state is 
responsible for the striping associated with the awarded grant. Both Ms. Collene and Mr. Brown confirmed 
that ODOT is involved when it pertains to a state route. Ms. Sellers questioned the possibility of obtaining 
approval for an overhead walkway. Ms. Collene indicated that she had discussed this with ODOT, but 
noted that the cost of an overhead walkway is in the millions. Ms. Sellers said that if a connector could be 
established between Rails to Trails and Route 20 via Clark Park, it would provide a safer alternative to 
pedestrians navigating traffic on Route 20. Ms. Collene thanked Ms. Sellers for her input. 
 
ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS FOR PASSAGE 
The mayor asked for a motion to suspend the rules for the following legislation. Ms. Raftery made that 
motion, seconded by Ms. Schlachter. Motion carried with no discussion. 
 
Ordinance 2026-09 An Ordinance amending or supplementing certain funds for appropriations Ordinance 
No. 2025-24, and declaring an emergency was presented for passage. Ms. Raftery made a motion, 
seconded by Ms. Rogers, to pass Ordinance 2026-09 by title only. Ms. Collene explained that section one 
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of the ordinance is to appropriate money for utility deposit refunds; section two is for fuel sharing; section 
three is for civil solicitor services, as the Norwalk Municipal Court increased court filing fees; and section 
four is for CPT wages, as the Chief is having his officers complete online training. Motion carried with no 
further discussion. 
 
APPROVAL OF BILL SUMMARY 
The mayor asked Council for a motion to approve the May 2026 bill summary. Ms. Rogers made a motion, 
seconded by Ms. Schlachter, to approve the bill summary as presented, which included memo expenses 
and check # 047715 to check # 047753, for a total of $869,861.24. Motion carried with no discussion. 
 
COUNCIL BUSINESS 
The mayor asked Ms. Collene to go over Council committee assignments, since there is a new Council 
member. Ms. Collene said that prior Council member Bob Whitacre served on the Finance/Audit 
Committee and the Safety Committee. Mr. Brown volunteered to fill the role for both of those 
committees. The mayor appointed Council member Andrew Brown to serve on the Finance/Audit 
Committee and on the Safety Committee, and all other committee assignments will remain as previously 
appointed. 
 
The mayor advised that, per Council’s ongoing list of projects, discussion is needed for the possible 
conversion of Herrick Alley into a one-way street. Mr. Miller made a motion to convert Herrick Alley to a 
one-way street. The mayor asked Mr. Miller which section of Herrick Alley he was referring to. Mr. Barney 
advised that the village currently has an ordinance that states: “Upon a roadway designated and posted 
with signs for one-way traffic, a vehicle shall be driven only in the direction designated.” There was 
discussion regarding whether the entire portion or just a portion of Herrick Alley should be converted to 
a one-way street, as Herrick Alley runs from Broad Street to Manchester Street. Mr. Sitterly said he is most 
concerned with the portion of Herrick Alley that runs from the corner of Hollister Street to Broad Street, 
going west, toward Broad Street. Ms. Brown asked whether Council plans to get input from the businesses 
at that location to determine whether there would be any impact. Ms. Schlachter stated there are no 
businesses located on Herrick Alley between the corner of Hollister Street and Broad Street. (Multiple 
individuals were speaking simultaneously, preventing proper transcription.) Ms. Collene reminded 
everyone that, for the purpose of transcription of the minutes, one person should speak at a time. The 
mayor brought the meeting back to order and reminded everyone that speaking simultaneously prevents 
proper transcription of Council minutes. The mayor said he understands this is a concern for many 
individuals who traverse that area. Mr. Miller reminded the mayor and Council that the portion of Herrick 
Alley from the corner of Hollister Street to Broad Street is narrower than the rest of Herrick Alley. Ms. 
Raftery said she is concerned that converting a portion of Herrick Alley to a one-way street may solve one 
problem, but may create other problems. The mayor said vehicles may drive the wrong way, the Cold-As-
Ice drive-thru may be impacted, and individuals may get upset about not being able to reach their 
destination as intended. Mr. Sitterly said that people won’t like his ideas either. He has a four-inch curb 
of mud in his backyard, and he is tired of vehicles driving into his yard. The mayor asked about the 
feasibility of converting a portion of Herrick Alley to a one-way street temporarily. Mr. Kimball said he is 
fine with that. Ms. Collene asked if notice has to be posted before it’s inactive. Mr. Barney said the village 
doesn’t have to post a notice. The Police Department can enforce it, and has the option to issue “grace-
period” warnings. (Multiple individuals were speaking simultaneously, preventing proper transcription.) 
Mr. Brown said he doesn’t foresee any impact on businesses with converting Herrick Alley to a one-way 
street, from Hollister Street to Broad Street. Mr. Brown suggested moving forward with the conversion 
now, and then later, expanding if needed. The mayor asked Mr. Miller to restate his motion or modify his 
motion to include what portion of Herrick Alley should be converted to a one-way street. Mr. Miller made 
a motion to convert a portion of Herrick Alley to a one-way street, running east to west, from the corner 
of Hollister Street to Broad Street, seconded by Mr. Brown. Ms. Rogers, Mr. Ehrman, Ms. Schlachter, Mr. 
Miller, and Mr. Brown all voted yea on the motion. Ms. Raftery opposed the motion and voted nay. Motion 
carried with no further discussion.  
 
According to the current list of Council projects, Ms. Raftery inquired whether Mr. Luna had received full 
payment from the village’s insurance company, following his prior request for reimbursement. Both the 
mayor and Ms. Collene confirmed this. Mr. Barney noted that the mayor did a great job in facilitating 
communication with the insurance company.  
 
Mr. Miller asked the mayor to discuss the persistent noise problem caused by the bitcoin mining operation 
at the Industrial Park. The mayor said that he has had discussions with the court-appointed receiver. He 
urged the receiver to recognize that the noise is an issue for the neighboring businesses in the Industrial 
Park. An acoustical engineer is scheduled to survey the site on June 23, 2026. Following the survey, there 
are plans to implement landscaping measures to reduce the noise. The receiver has acknowledged the 
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concern and is committed to resolving the issue. The receiver plans to attend the July 2026 regular Council 
meeting. 
 
HRJFD Chief Curt Stang said that he met with Decimal Digital representatives on June 1, 2026. They asked 
Chief Stang how they could show their commitment to the community. Chief Stang informed them that 
the main complaint he was familiar with was about the noise from the bitcoin mining operation at the 
Industrial Park. The Wednesday after his meeting with Decimal Digital, Chief Stang got a call from their 
CEO, Roshan Shah. Mr. Shah asked the same questions as the other representatives, and Chief Stang 
repeated his previous answers. Chief Stang explained to Mr. Shah that although the noise levels might be 
within legal decibel limits, they are still an annoyance and a potential health risk to nearby businesses. 
Mr. Shah explained to Chief Stang that they could remove the mining container to reduce the noise. 
However, this would mean the village would lose the electricity generated from it. Chief Stang drove by 
the site before tonight's meeting and noticed it was relatively quiet. Mr. Miller mentioned that the 
container had been very loud earlier in the day. 
 
Ms. Collene asked the mayor if the solar field information provided by Mr. Gray could be posted on the 
village website. The mayor confirmed. 
 
Mr. Miller inquired about the status of the engineering study completed on Wade’s Truck and Trailer 
Repair property. The mayor reminded Mr. Miller that this question had already been answered earlier in 
the meeting when Ms. Koch asked it. To reiterate, Mr. Barney is still waiting for a reply from the property 
owner. 
 
Mr. Ehrman said the solar panel information provided by Mr. Gray stated trace chemicals could leach into 
the water, raising concerns about PFAS (Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances) and other forever chemicals. 
Mr. Ehrman noted that land-based solar farms release some chemicals as they age, which can enter 
groundwater systems. He also advised that solar farms shouldn’t be placed near water sources, such as 
reservoirs. The solar panels currently on the village reservoir cause the water to absorb heat, leading to 
increased temperatures that impact the ecosystem. This kills the good bacteria in the water and negatively 
impacts fish, frogs, and plant life, while also reducing oxygen levels. Mr. Ehrman said there should have 
been more discussions about the floating solar project long ago and that additional water testing is 
necessary. Mr. Miller agreed. The mayor stated that testing is done regularly. An attendee said that at a 
previous meeting, Mr. Gray indicated that only the required testing was done. Mr. Sitterly said he is 
concerned about the floating pontoons. Ms. Collene said that information regarding the composition of 
those pontoons will soon be available on the website, as discussed earlier in the meeting. Mr. Ehrman 
stated he would further investigate water testing. The mayor said that he preferred the Village 
Administrator handle that. Ms. Brown asked if the village had signed a contract with the solar field 
company when the floating solar project was initiated. The mayor confirmed and noted that all contracts 
are public record. Ms. Brown wondered whether the contract included language on safety and liability. 
Mr. Summerlin asked if a water test was conducted before installation to establish a baseline. The mayor 
confirmed. Ms. Collene added that a consumer confidence report was recently released. There was 
discussion about the different types of testing, but nothing significant was discussed. 
 
Ms. Rogers said she would like Council to hold a work session. The date of Tuesday, June 30, 2026, at 6 
pm, was agreed upon. The mayor said the purpose would be to discuss data centers. 
 
Ms. Schlachter asked whether a meeting for the Handbook Committee should be arranged regarding an 
SRO (School Resource Officer). Ms. Collene responded that she prefers to hold off until Chief Earl has the 
opportunity to provide his input. 
 
Mr. Brown mentioned that he had been researching data centers. He focused his research on unbiased 
information and empirical research rather than opinions from social media. Mr. Brown had shared his 
findings with Council members via email. His goal was to obtain accurate and scientifically valid 
information. Large economic studies involving thousands of data centers worldwide show that counties 
with data centers experienced an increase in wages and tax revenue. However, the direct effect on 
employment was minor. Overall, employment rose by 3.9%. Excluding data center jobs, employment 
increased by 3.8%. Essentially, data centers contributed to less than 1% of the total employment growth. 
The study also reflected that home prices increased by as much as 17%, benefiting property owners but 
also raising housing costs, property taxes, and rents for residents. Electric rates saw a slight increase, 
averaging about 1%, which is still statistically significant. The noise aspect has not been thoroughly studied 
due to the industry's relative newness. The WHO (World Health Organization) has issued guidelines on 
community noise, noting that long-term exposure affects sleep, stress levels, and overall health. 
Researchers have expressed concern about low-frequency sounds and infrasonic noise, which can travel 
long distances and penetrate structures more easily than high-pitched sounds. The local schools in the 
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village would be impacted if a data center were built in the Industrial Park. Similar issues have been 
studied around industrial facilities, HVAC (Heating, Ventilation, and Air Conditioning) systems, and wind 
turbines, but there has been no direct research on data centers. There is still not enough long-term 
research to accurately predict how noise from data centers will impact communities. Research conducted 
at Cornell University analyzed rural data centers and discovered that they can lead to data heat island 
effects. This means that land temperatures within a six-mile radius will rise, resulting in increased energy 
and water consumption, as well as negative impacts on ecosystems and air quality. Another investigation 
looked into the environmental impact of data centers across the United States and revealed that they use 
significant amounts of electricity and water. Much of the water usage is indirect, coming from electricity 
generation and related processes. Decimal Digital has not yet addressed this, but has instead focused on 
cooling methods. The environmental consequences depend on the data center's size, the cooling 
technology, and the electricity source. It is important to recognize the potential downsides of preventing 
a data center from being built in the village. Should the village engage in actions that the developer views 
as illegal or discriminatory, the developer may challenge the issue in court, potentially leading to 
significant litigation expenses for the village. Regardless of the court's decision, a data center might still 
be built. Alternatively, the developer could choose to build their data center just outside the village limits 
in Ridgefield Township. This would mean the village would have to deal with all the adverse effects, 
including traffic, noise pollution, and infrastructure strain, with no benefits in return. Allowing the project 
to proceed through a deliberate process gives the village time and leverage to set appropriate zoning laws, 
operational and noise standards, screening regulations, and all necessary protections. It also opens the 
door for the village to negotiate an agreement that safeguards its interests. Council needs to remain 
vigilant regarding current legislation. Ohio House Bill 116 has passed the Ohio House and is being reviewed 
by the U.S. Senate. This bill would permit digital asset mining companies to operate in areas designated 
for industrial use, provided they meet industrial development criteria. It would also prevent local 
governments from creating regulations that only target data center mining businesses while exempting 
similar industrial activities. Additionally, it safeguards rezoning actions, allowing businesses to challenge 
unfair zoning decisions in the Common Pleas court. As of now, the bill has not been approved. Future state 
laws could influence the local control municipalities have over these facilities. Decisions could be made at 
the state level that the village cannot influence. Council must decide what is best for its residents. There 
are potential economic advantages, especially in terms of tax revenue and income growth. However, there 
is insufficient research regarding housing costs, energy needs, noise problems, water usage, and 
environmental effects. Most importantly, there is a lack of long-term, unbiased, empirical studies on how 
these operations will impact small communities like the village. Mr. Brown advised that timing is crucial. 
If Council wants to include an advisory question on the November 2026 ballot, all necessary legislation 
and election paperwork must be finalized by August 2026. It is already June 2026, and this conversation 
has just started. If this is not accomplished, the next chance for voters will be in May 2027, which will be 
after the moratorium ends, unless it is extended. This matter could influence the village's future for many 
years, and Mr. Brown thinks residents should have a chance to share their opinions on major decisions. 
Mr. Brown made a motion for Council to place an advisory question before the voters at the November 
2026 election, regarding data center development within the Village of Monroeville, and direct the Village 
Solicitor to prepare the necessary legislation, valid language, and election filings required to meet all 
applicable deadlines, seconded by Mr. Ehrman. The mayor clarified that the motion is about drafting and 
does not decide anything regarding the moratorium. Mr. Ehrman asked whether this would lead to a 
conflict with Decimal Digital. Mr. Barney explained that if Council chooses to proceed with putting an 
advisory question on the ballot, it is not (inaudible). It helps Council understand the public’s opinion on 
the matter. Council could still proceed, but this would provide them with valuable information for making 
a decision. Mr. Brown agreed, stating that this gives the Council insight into residents' preferences, which 
is more reliable than social media. Ms. Raftery mentioned that a petition is currently being circulated. Mr. 
Miller noted that the petition is at the state level. Mr. Brown added that the petition needs a significant 
number of signatures within a short timeframe. Ms. Raftery asked if the circulating petition and the issue 
on the November ballot are the same. Mr. Brown replied no, clarifying that the Council would address this 
issue, not as individual citizens. Mr. Barney confirmed that Council can instruct the Board of Elections to 
include it on the November 2026 ballot for the Village of Monroeville. Motion carried with no further 
discussion. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
There being no other business to come before them, the mayor asked Council for a motion to adjourn. 
Mr. Miller made that motion, seconded by Mr. Brown.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:22 pm. 

____________________________________                   
Eunice A. Collene, Fiscal Officer 

________________________________________ 
Joseph Galea, Mayor 
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The minutes of this meeting were recorded by Administrative Specialist Heather Alicea. Fiscal Officer Eunice A. 
Collene examined them for both form and content, subsequently approving them as transcribed.   
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